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Message from the CEO/Superintendent

Building civic capacity  
to support public education

A system of world-class schools... it’s what we aspire to become as a school system. 
And, based on the school district’s recent review of its vision, mission, and strate-
gic goals, it is a vision shared by educators and community members alike. Gwin-
nett County Public Schools (GCPS) has earned the reputation as a high-performing 
school district that provides a quality and effective education for every student. 
Sustaining that success requires the district to continuously review where it is today 
and envision what the organization must be in the future. Over the years, GCPS’ vi-
sion, mission, and strategic goals have helped to keep the focus on the main thing— 
teaching and learning. During our review of these foundational components, we 
received input from parents, community members, and educators... input that led to 
recent modifications revisions recently approved by the Gwinnett County Board of 
Education. In addition to updating these key pieces of the school system’s strategic 
direction, we also felt it was important to clearly define the characteristics found in a 
world-class school. After all, our goal is to become a system of world-class schools... 
because that is where the work is done, that is 
where we have the most impact on students, and 
that is where we can make the biggest difference. 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

On the front cover… GCPS 8th graders explored career 
opportunities with more than 350 area professionals during the GCPS 
Career Connections event this fall. Click here for more photos.

Roll your cursor over blue outlined areas 
on the page to see links in the 
text. Click on the button that 
looks like this to launch the link.

There’s more!
When you see “colorful” text or these icons in an 
article, click to hear more, see more, and learn more. 

Click to see 
a video.

Click to learn 
more online.

Click for a 
slideshow.

Tell us what 
you think! 
Click here 
to take a 
brief online 
survey about 
Communiqué.

Click to become familiar 
with our strategic direction 

and to learn more about 
our vision of becoming 
a system of world-class 

schools.

Schools host community leaders
American Education Week 
in November brought 133 
members of Gwinnett’s busi-
ness community into local 
schools to serve as “Principal 
for a Day” and, in one case, 
“Superintendent for a Day.” 
Co-sponsored by the school 
district and the Gwinnett 
Chamber, the annual event 
gives business leaders a 
first-hand look at the exciting 
innovations in our classrooms 
and the challenging work done 

so well by education leaders 
and classroom teachers. Said 
one participant, “I am blown 
away by the use of technology 
and the students’ abilities on 
devices and computers. These 
students are clearly being 
educated for the future.” We 
appreciate the support of our 
community partners and their 
investment in our students.  

Mary Hughes of Girl Scouts of 
Greater Atlanta and Walnut Grove 

Elementary students 

http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content/communique/slideshows/2014-career-connections-slideshow
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eaj9y153i5xx6hxf/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07eaj9y153i5xx6hxf/start
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/f230d171-dbad-496f-a921-1b7c9de9679f/Strategic-Plan-Update-1-pager.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/f230d171-dbad-496f-a921-1b7c9de9679f/Strategic-Plan-Update-1-pager.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/313567a6-e500-41f6-abe9-9f494d511ae2/2014-Principal-for-a-Day-FINAL-12-4-14.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/313567a6-e500-41f6-abe9-9f494d511ae2/2014-Principal-for-a-Day-FINAL-12-4-14.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content/communique/slideshows/2014-career-connections-slideshow


Communiqué Bulletin Board
Deadlines approach for 
charters, program sign-up
Following are remaining open enrollment 
opportunities for charter schools and 
programs to register for 2015–16:

•	Gwinnett Online Campus (Register 
through Feb. 28, rising 4th–12th graders, 
remaining info session on Feb. 26)

•	Maxwell High School of Technol-
ogy (Registration now open, open 
house Feb. 26)

•	 North	Metro	Academy	of	Perform-
ing Arts (Open enrollment for grades 
K, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 through April 1)

•	Grayson High Technical Education 
Program (Registration now open)

Note: Open enrollment has closed for 
Gwinnett School of Mathematics, 
Science, and Technology, and New	
Life Academy of Excellence.

Spring calendar 
reminders 
March 13 Inclement Weather  

Make-up Day  
(make-up for Feb. 17)

April 6–10 Spring Break

Don’t just think about it—
prepare for bad weather
Snow, ice, and bitter temperatures can 
cause school closings and delays. Learn 
more about the district’s inclement 
weather procedures on the  
GCPS website. 

Calendar set for  
2015–16 school year
Circle Monday, Aug. 10, 2015, on your 
calendar. That’s the first day of the 2015–
16 school year. Find the GCPS calendar for 
2015–16 online.

Cameras installed for 
school district’s stop-arm 
enforcement program
Illegally passing a stopped GCPS school 
bus— and having the act caught on 
camera— could cost motorists up to 
$1,000. Stop-arm cameras are now in 
use on several hundred Gwinnett buses. 
Drivers who violate the law will receive 
a citation, with fines ranging from $300 
to $1,000. Online, learn more about how 
drivers should respond to a stopped bus, 
depending on the type of roadway, and 
find bus safety tips for families.

New schools prompt 
change in boundaries
During the fall, GCPS conducted a 
major redistricting effort to create a 
new cluster, establish attendance zones 
for several new schools, and balance 
enrollment for existing schools. Feed-
back from community and staff members 
prompted adjustments to draft maps. 
The final maps were approved by the 
Gwinnett County Board of Education at 
a Dec. 18 meeting, with provisions for 
additional permissive transfers in some 
areas. Find the approved boundary maps 
on the GCPS website. 

GCPS website sports  
new ‘responsive’ design
Check out GCPS’ new, more flexible, 
and user-friendly version of the district 
website, designed for mobile devices.

District names new high 
school, taps principal
Gwinnett’s newest high school has a 
name and a leader. Discovery High 
will open in August, led by Principal 
John Campbell (previously at Osborne 
Middle). Feeder schools in the newly 
formed Discovery Cluster include 
Alford, Baggett (opening in August), 
Benefield, and Cedar Hill elementa-
ries, and Richards Middle. The new 
high school will house an entrepreneur-
ship center, two Junior Achievement 
programs for middle school students, 
and other instructional innovations. 
(Check out a virtual tour.) Principals for 
the three other new schools— Baggett, 
Graves Elementary, and Jordan 
Middle— will be named this spring. 

Other GCPS news…
•	 The	State	Board	of	Education	ap-

proved GCPS’ IE2	Partnership	
Contract which gives the district 
flexibility to innovate and waivers 
from some rules in exchange for 
increased accountability. 

•	 GCPS	posted	a	98.1%	average	
passing rate on the Georgia High 
School Writing Test, a graduation 
requirement.

Kindergarten  
Registration

May 7, 2015

Check	the	GCPS	website	later	this	
spring for important details and 

paperwork you’ll need for registration.

http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc.html
http://ms01ashpxp01.schools.gcps1.gwin/schools/MaxwellHS/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XsnLocation=http%3a//schoolsteamsites/schools/FormServerTemplates/MaxwellRegistrationApplication.xsn&SaveLocation=http%3a//schoolsteamsites/schools/MaxwellHS/New%20Registration%20Applications&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http%3a//ms01ashpxp01.schools.gcps1.gwin/schools/MaxwellHS
http://ms01ashpxp01.schools.gcps1.gwin/schools/MaxwellHS/_layouts/15/FormServer.aspx?XsnLocation=http%3a//schoolsteamsites/schools/FormServerTemplates/MaxwellRegistrationApplication.xsn&SaveLocation=http%3a//schoolsteamsites/schools/MaxwellHS/New%20Registration%20Applications&ClientInstalled=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&Source=http%3a//ms01ashpxp01.schools.gcps1.gwin/schools/MaxwellHS
http://www.northmetroacademy.com/enrollment.html
http://www.northmetroacademy.com/enrollment.html
http://bcove.me/1am5ajw3
http://www.graysontech.org/
http://www.graysontech.org/
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/037d01ef-eb3c-46b9-8e28-25e361f0874a/2014-15-Student-Calendar_FINAL_sec.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/content/school-improvement/general-info/inclement-weather-procedures
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/content/school-improvement/general-info/inclement-weather-procedures
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/content/school-improvement/general-info/inclement-weather-procedures
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/e1338d58-1376-4b10-988e-e24c635e6c41/2015-16-GCPS-Calendar.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/e1338d58-1376-4b10-988e-e24c635e6c41/2015-16-GCPS-Calendar.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/e1338d58-1376-4b10-988e-e24c635e6c41/2015-16-GCPS-Calendar.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://bcove.me/i55vehxu
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/home/content/general-info/school-bus-safety-tips
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/d6c7bc5b-77a9-425e-841d-9f4e36fa43ea/Know+the+Law-Obey+the+Law_Flyer_FInal.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/27faa28d-d6c8-4861-9c84-9797e1c18099/Bus-safety-tips-page-2-knowlaw-poster.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/ceo/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOKNHX0NPE1MDLz8nY1MDTz9nMwsg0MCjYItjIAKIoEKvCxMDDyN_Q08LdxMnA08nczDvP1MQowMLAyI02-AAzgS1B-uHwVW4uXhbOLhZWLo6e8aYgl0QYCluUdYmIG7sRlMAR4nghXgcUNBbmiEQaanIgDMyzl5/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.about.ceosuperintendent.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fredistricting-process
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/home
https://www.juniorachievement.org/web/ja-georgia
http://bcove.me/ewqv2alu
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/school-improvement/!ut/p/a1/jc5BCsIwEIXhs3iCjM3QJss22GYiGoU01mwkKwlodSGe31hwaXV2A9-DnwU2sDDGZzrHR7qN8fL-Q3ni9QYIEYztgQO1SnInm6Lb8wyOGRiBQNwCiRYVUFP59RZdAQL-28OXq3_uDyxMxGiF2uCS7MrJXLCTlfYeOl5-wEziBGYa7td-gESLF-e3UaE!/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.about.slao.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fschools%2Frow3%2Fschool-accountability%2Fie2-strategic-plan
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/school-improvement/!ut/p/a1/jc5BCsIwEIXhs3iCjM3QJss22GYiGoU01mwkKwlodSGe31hwaXV2A9-DnwU2sDDGZzrHR7qN8fL-Q3ni9QYIEYztgQO1SnInm6Lb8wyOGRiBQNwCiRYVUFP59RZdAQL-28OXq3_uDyxMxGiF2uCS7MrJXLCTlfYeOl5-wEziBGYa7td-gESLF-e3UaE!/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.about.slao.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fschools%2Frow3%2Fschool-accountability%2Fie2-strategic-plan
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What did you do to prepare 
yourself to enter this field?

What do you enjoy most 
about your job?

What is the hardest part  
of your job?

On Nov.	14, the Gwinnett Center became a hive of 
activity. Over the course of three hours, more than 
3,600 middle school students buzzed through the 
aisles— some walking in groups, others clustered 
around booths and businesses that captivated their 
interest, and all grasping their clipboards filled with 
pages of interview questions. These GCPS 8th grad-
ers were clearly focused on their future careers. 

Some 350 local business leaders shared their 
professional expertise with students in the first-ever 
GCPS	Career	Connections	Exhibition. This event featured 
165 metro Atlanta employers, representing each of the 
College and Career Academies currently offered this 
school year at Gwinnett’s five Academy high schools— 
Central Gwinnett, Lanier, Meadowcreek, Shiloh, and South 
Gwinnett. The intent? To help students make an 

A student demonstrates static electricity with a 
Van de Graff generator, complete with a wig, for a 
classmate and Jim Holt of Georgia Power.

Click for a 
Focus Moment 
from the event.

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=4013436678001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3231723558001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=4013436678001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=4013436678001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=4013436678001
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informed choice in selecting an area 
of focus when entering 9th grade at 
an Academy high school.

“The students who have their 
plans, they already know what 
they’re going to do and what col-
lege they’re going to attend… I 
think that’s very impressive,” said 
Tim Davis, representing Heatcraft. 
“When I was their age, I had no 
idea what I was going to do. It’s 
really surprising that you have 
someone in the 8th grade with that 
much ambition and drive.”

For students who hadn’t yet 
planned their futures, the exhibi-
tion presented a wide range of 
careers, from culinary ventures to 
electrical contracting apprentice-
ships, and veterinary fields to film 
and broadcast production compa-
nies. A big hit was one of the South-
east’s largest video game studios. 

“The students have been so well-
mannered and excited to be here, 
added Pam	Ledbetter,	president of 
Accent Creative Group. “They have 
really been anxious to learn and 
they’ve presented some interesting 
questions.”

 “The best part of the day has 
been our business partners,” says 
Jody Reeves, GCPS’ executive di-
rector for Academies, Career, and 
Technical Education. “They have 
really jumped in and are having a 
great time talking to our students 
about their futures. They are really 
investing in our students and our 
community, and to see this many 
people taking time from their own 
jobs to speak to our students,  
really says a lot.”

Click for more photos 
from the Career 

Connections event.

“I actually met someone in the field and 
I was encouraged by what I learned.”

Britney, a Moore Middle student who says 
she’s excited about how far she could go in 

the field now that she’s met and interviewed 
a medical lab technician from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Students learned about the barred owl 
and its habitat in a demonstration by Pete	
Griffin, a program development specialist 
with the Wildlife Resources Division of the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources.

The booth for 
Hi-Rez Studios, 
an Alpharetta-
based video game 
development 
studio, was a 
popular stop for 
students.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/TechEdWeb.nsf/pages/Home
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/TechEdWeb.nsf/pages/Home
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content/communique/slideshows/2014-career-connections-slideshow
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content/communique/slideshows/2014-career-connections-slideshow
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Breaking the CODE on computer science
Amanda, a junior at Brookwood High, plans to be a 

computer programmer. Her AP Computer Science 
course is giving her a head start on her college course-
work. Ryan, a senior, took computer science classes 
last year and currently is enrolled in a Number The-
ory and Cryptography class offered through Georgia 
Tech. A budding mathematician, he says coding is a 
powerful tool and a useful way of thinking. 

Amanda and Ryan are among the nearly 6,000 
students currently taking computer science classes 
in Gwinnett high schools. Starting next year, even 
more GCPS students will have access to computer 
science as instruction in coding is integrated into math 
and science classes at the middle school level and addi-
tional computer science classes are offered in our high 
schools. A new partnership with Code.org and two 
other metro Atlanta school districts will allow GCPS 
to build a community of computer science teachers, 
expand offerings to our students, and expose more 
young people to one of the fastest-growing career 
fields in the country.

“As the demand for computer science teachers 
increases, our partnership with Code.org will pro-
vide teachers with the quality staff development and 

support they need to successfully bring computer 
science to more and more of our students,” says 
Crystal Furman, a computer science teacher at Brook-
wood who is coordinating the initiative. 

Through the four-year pilot program, Code.org, a 
non-profit education organization, is providing the 
Gwinnett, Forsyth, and Fulton school districts with 
nationally recognized computer science courses, 
curriculum resources, and multi-year professional 
development at no cost to the district. Participating 
teachers will get their first training this spring, with 
the new classes for students launching in the fall.

The	first	step:	Learning	to	think	like	a	computer	
program! These Hour of Code activities put 
Brookwood Cluster students and parents in the 
right frame of mind, so they understand how 
to give instructions once they’re in front of a 
monitor. Check out an “unplugged” demo and 
learn more about this international initiative. 

Click here to see videos about how learning  
to code begins, and where it can take you. 

“From phones to cars to medicine, 
technology touches every part of our lives. 
If you can create technology, you can 
change the world.” 

Susan Wojcicki, CEO, YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dU1xS07N-FA
http://code.org/files/Code.org_SchoolsBrochure.pdf
http://code.org/
http://hourofcode.com/us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaW3PAzHxCU&feature=youtu.be
http://hourofcode.com/resources/hoc-one-pager.pdf
http://youtu.be/5oHe0ozN7Oc
https://www.youtube.com/user/CodeOrg
https://www.youtube.com/user/CodeOrg


What is 
Blockly?

The people who develop applications— 

including the wide array of games that help 

kids learn computer programming— use 

this web-based visual editor from Google. 

What the end user of these educational 

applications sees is a drag-and-drop “block” 

that represents a particular command 

or action. (Each block reflects a line of 

programming code in JavaScript, Python, 

Ruby, or another programming language.) 

By plugging together the blocks, the user 

essentially “writes” a program. With 

these beginner programming applications, 

writing code is as easy as popping together 

LEGOs. With Blockly Games, use this great 

tool to learn programming and explore the 

world of computer science.

Customize this yeti and 
program it to dance at 
www.madewithcode.com. 
You also can try out simple 
GIF animation and beats 
programming, or more 
advanced projects like 
websites and phone apps. 

Why computer science?
Technology is everywhere. But, behind 

every gadget, computerized application, 
and techno-task is a person (or people) 
who wrote the computer program that 
makes it all work. Kids are voracious 
technology consumers, but it’s becoming 
increasingly important for them to learn 
the skills they’ll need to be tech produc-
ers as well. 

Curious. Analytical. Imaginative.  
Innovative. Adaptable. Those 21st century 
traits are critical to preparing our students 
for what comes next… in many cases, 
careers that don’t yet exist, and, in most 
cases, a career that in some way involves 
technology. While most fields will require 
at least some tech skills, the field of com-
puter science will be a go-to option for 
students who are strong critical thinkers 
and problem solvers, particularly those 
with an interest in math and science. 

This fast-growing field encompasses a 
range of careers— from computer pro-
gramming and software development to 
engineering and design. (Programming 
is growing at twice the national average 
for other careers.) While more students 
are looking at math and science careers, 
Code.org notes that 60% of the jobs in 
that sector will be computing jobs, yet 
only 2% of students in math and science 
degree programs are pursuing a comput-
ing degree. In fact, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor, some 1.4 million 
computing jobs will be available in 2020, 
but fully two-thirds of those positions 
could go unfilled because not enough stu-
dents are graduating with related degrees.

Increasing participation
A number of organizations are working 

to increase computer science participa-
tion for all students, particularly girls 
and students of color who are under-

(continued)

Games, like these from Code Studio, introduce kids 
to how coding works. Whether building a snowflake 
with the Frozen cast or learning code to play Angry 
Birds, students stay engaged and want to learn more.

https://developers.google.com/blockly/
https://blockly-games.appspot.com/
http://studio.code.org/hoc/1
http://studio.code.org/s/frozen/reset
https://www.madewithcode.com/project/animation
https://www.madewithcode.com/
https://www.madewithcode.com/project/gif
https://www.madewithcode.com/project/beats
https://www.madewithcode.com/project/beats
https://webmaker.org/en-US/madewithcode-firstwebpage
http://appinventor.mit.edu/explore/made-with-code.html
https://www.madewithcode.com/project/gif
http://code.org/files/computer_science_advocacy.pptx
http://www.ncwit.org/infographic/3435
http://studio.code.org/
http://studio.code.org/s/frozen/stage/1/puzzle/1
http://studio.code.org/hoc/1
http://studio.code.org/hoc/1


Hour of Code is an international event for students and their 
families, designed to demystify computer science and show that 
anybody can learn the basics. In just 60 minutes, students (and 
adults) learn that computer science is fun, easy, and accessible 
for all ages. In the fall, at schools across Gwinnett County, kids 
got a taste of coding through engaging, hands-on activities. This 
exposure can open the door for more students to study computer 
science and enter related fields. 

You can try your hand at coding 
with some of the online activities 
in the box above, and watch for 
the Hour of Code next fall!   
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Take the next step
•	Code.org— Tutorials and activities.

•	Made with Code— Projects and 
encouragement for girls, who are 
underrepresented in the computing field. 

•	 App	Inventor—	Write apps for your  
Android phone or tablet. 

•	 Hopscotch— Programming for iPad.

•	 Scratch—	A free programming language 
from MIT. Check out video tutorials here.

•	 Codecademy—	Dive into JavaScript, 
Python, Ruby, or PHP.

•	 Khan	Academy—	Learn how to program 
and how to create webpages.

represented in tech programs at the college level and 
in tech-related careers.

“We would love to see more female and under-
represented minorities taking these classes,” says 
Brookwood teacher Crystal Furman. “It is the belief 
of the computer science community at large that the 
best solutions come from a diverse group of people 
working together to solve problems.”

Amanda says that she sees a career for herself in 
computer science, but also a way to help her com-
munity. “Through coding, I believe I can inspire 
others to take a leap into the world of computer 
science,” she says. “Coding is the future.” Her advice 
for other girls who are considering a career in com-
puter science? “[Don’t] feel intimidated and always 
believe in your abilities. Never be afraid to ask ques-
tions. The key idea to remember is that ‘results have 
no gender.’ ”

Computer science in other disciplines
While not pursuing a computer science career, 

Ryan knows that coding and computing will be part 
of his future in mathematics research. He’s excited 
about how researchers can harness the power of 
computing to solve difficult theoretical 
problems. (Check out a collaborative 
computing project that discovered a 
prime number with more than 17 mil-
lion digits!) Ryan describes coding as 
a puzzle that allows him to creatively 
work through a problem to find a solu-
tion. “I learned the necessary pieces 

and fundamental concepts [of coding] in class,” he 
says, “and each new problem was just a new way to 
put together these pieces.”

While a computing career may not be for everyone, 
students shouldn’t write off coding as an important 

skill set. Coding can be an important tool 
in any field— from the arts to finance, 
healthcare to communication, and manu-
facturing to security. Computers and cod-
ing skills can be used to create sculptures, 
design clothes, make music, fix cars, build 
buildings, develop schedules, tell stories, 
and much more. Coding is for everyone!

“Everybody in this 
country should learn 
how to program a 
computer… because 
it teaches you how 
to think.” 

Steve Jobs, the late 
founder of Apple

Click for 
more about 
encouraging 
girls to consider 
computing 
careers.

http://hourofcode.com/us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC5FbmsH4fw
http://code.org/learn
https://www.madewithcode.com/
http://appinventor.mit.edu/
http://gethopscotch.com/
http://scratch.mit.edu/
http://learnscratch.org/
http://www.codecademy.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-programming
http://arstechnica.com/science/2013/02/volunteer-discovers-a-new-17-million-digit-prime-number/
http://arstechnica.com/science/2013/02/volunteer-discovers-a-new-17-million-digit-prime-number/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC5FbmsH4fw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYZF6oIZtfc
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/3fd3bc5c-f957-477b-9ec0-4192f7ba6473/Encouraging-girls-to-code-FINAL-2-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/3fd3bc5c-f957-477b-9ec0-4192f7ba6473/Encouraging-girls-to-code-FINAL-2-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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A Jenkins 4th grader 
shares a short animated 
video, created with the 
Tellagami mobile app, 
with a visiting educator.

Teach the teachers
A professional development session is underway in 

the Jenkins Elementary Media Center where 75 teach-
ers, technology specialists, and administrators from 
around GCPS are gathered for an eCLASS technol-
ogy showcase. Nothing unusual about that… except 
that the trainers can all order a kid’s meal. A group 
of 53 K–5 students are showing off animated videos, 
presentations, websites, blogs, and digital discus-
sion boards created with some of the online tools and 
digital applications used in Gwinnett classrooms. The 
excitement level is high as the educators see the ease 
with which the children demonstrate how Animoto, 
Skitch, Thinglink, Blabberize, PowToon, Prezi, Symbaloo, 
and other digital tools are used to support learning. 
“The showcase was important for our students be-
cause it allowed them to be the teacher and share their 
knowledge,” says Brenalee Alford, a technology coach 
at the school and one of the event’s organizers. She 
notes that even the youngest students had something 
to teach the adults, sharing PowerPoints about their 
favorite books with confidence. 
The visitors also observed 
digital lessons in action during 
classroom visits and targeted 
breakout sessions.

(Click on the digital 
tools in bold to 
see what all the 
excitement’s 
about!)

Student-launched website 
takes on food insecurity

Peachtree	Ridge	High senior Jack 
Griffin has never worried about where 
he’d find his next meal, but a news 
program about children living with food 
insecurity opened his eyes to a growing 
problem in his community. (More than 
half of GCPS students qualify for free 
or reduced-price meals at school.) His 

solution? FoodFinder, a geo-located, native-mobile website 
that connects families with nearby food resources, such as 
food banks, soup kitchens, and co-op ministries. The site 
searches a database of nearly 100 resources in the county, 
based on the searcher’s school or home address. The site 
has seen thousands of unique visitors since the start of the 
school year. Jack funded site development for FoodFinder 
through an Indiegogo crowdfunding campaign. This spring, 
the teen and his support team— members of the National 
Honor Society at his school— are working to expand the 
site to serve all schools in Georgia and more than half a 
million food-insecure students in the state. Jack’s tech-
enabled solution to food insecurity won a 2014 Excalibur 
Award from the Technology Association of Georgia for the 
“Most Creative Solution” in the Non-Profit Category. A 
downloadable mobile app is next for FoodFinder. 

Click on the app 
icon for the Food 
Finder website.

Meadowcreek  
team promotes  
fitness with app
A team of Meadowcreek High students  
is promoting a healthy lifestyle for their peers with their 
awarding-winning design for a mobile app. An entry in the 
3rd annual Verizon Innovative App Challenge, “Teen 

Fitness” was one of two Best of State winners 
for Georgia and was tapped as one of eight Best 
of Region winners, earning $5,000 toward STEM 
education at their school. “At Meadowcreek 
we support learning through doing,” says Prin-
cipal Tommy Welch. “The Verizon Innovative 
App Challenge offers Meadowcreek students 

an opportunity to participate in a rich, project-based learn-
ing experience that fosters teamwork and encourages them 
to explore new ideas and consider future careers in STEM.”  

Click for 
more on 
the App 

Challenge.

https://tellagami.com/
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/eclass
https://animoto.com/features#module-featureapps?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=animoto&utm_campaign=Search&gclid=Cj0KEQiA6dGmBRC_3Mi-x_XywKsBEiQA1lcFPxiNXpeL78BGvstgQgm5o8NAF2AfndW4BaqxXoHe1zkaArEL8P8HAQ
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/skitch-snap.-mark-up.-send./id490505997?mt=8
https://www.thinglink.com/edu
http://blabberize.com/
https://www.powtoon.com/edu-home/
http://prezi.com/
http://www.symbaloo.com/home/mix/13eOcK1fiV
http://foodfinderga.org/
http://foodfinderga.org/
http://foodfinderga.org/
http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/
http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/sites/appchallenge.tsaweb.org/files/Best%20In%20Region%20Winners%202015_0.pdf
http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/sites/appchallenge.tsaweb.org/files/Best%20In%20Region%20Winners%202015_0.pdf
http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/
https://prezi.com/mdzzoazdaxtm/becoming-a-mobile-learner-ischool-initiative/
http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/
http://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=4049381362001
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Rise up, Winn Holt!
This fall, Winn Holt Elementary students ran fitness 

drills with hometown heroes from the Atlanta 
Falcons in the kickoff for the team’s 8th 
annual First Down for Fitness program. The 
statewide program encourages students to “rise 
up” and get fit, with an hour of active play each 
day for a healthier lifestyle. The children 
were inspired to play hard and have fun 
through the event, which featured 
Falcons kicker Matt Bryant and 
teammates Lamar Holmes 
and Sean Baker. The 
incentive-based program 
is part of the NFL	Play	60 
movement. 

   
TOUCHDOWN!… A Winn Holt 
Elementary student “scores” with 
physical fitness drills during a visit from 
the Atlanta Falcons during the fall.

Click for a video on  
the Falcons’ Play 60 
event at Winn Holt 
Elementary.

Click for more photos 
from the Falcons’ visit to 
Winn Holt.

How can parents be involved in their child’s education? 
Following are a few tips from Dr. Sharon Smith, GCPS’ 2015 Teacher of the Year. Dr. Smith serves as Gifted 

Language Arts (Grades 1–2) and Early Intervention Program Teacher and Literacy Coach at Brookwood 
Elementary.
• “I try to emphasize to parents that, if they want their child to value education, they must model this same value.”  

Dr. Smith observes that our busy lifestyles sometimes lead us to talk “at” our children about school—  
What do you have for homework? However, parents can show edu-
cation is a priority when they talk “with” kids— What did you learn 
today and what do you think about that? 

• “Be involved in whatever capacity that you can with your child’s school, 
class, and teacher.” She says that while not every parent can volunteer 
in the school building, technology and resources can bring “school”  
to them, even if it’s just a regular “check-in” e-mail between home  
and school.

• Know that “education is a partnership between the school and the home.” 
Dr. Smith says that, working together, teachers and families can  
foster a positive relationship that provides a solid foundation for  
student success.

Looking for more 
tips for parents?
Click for dozens of Be There 
parent tipsheets, including 
our latest tips:
•	 Managing	ADHD/ADD
•	 Taming	test-taking	anxiety
•	 Tips	for	a	productive	IEP	meeting
•	 Strategies	for	relieving	stress
•	 Support	for	grandparents	raising	

children with special needs

http://www.atlantafalcons.com/media-lounge/videos/First-Down-for-Fitness-Kickoff-Recap/477be7a5-25c7-4b5c-88d8-1db951669c73
http://www.atlantafalcons.com/media-lounge/videos/First-Down-for-Fitness-Kickoff-Recap/477be7a5-25c7-4b5c-88d8-1db951669c73
http://www.atlantafalcons.com/community/community-programs/first-down-for-fitness.html
http://www.atlantafalcons.com/media-lounge/videos/First-Down-for-Fitness-Kickoff-Recap/477be7a5-25c7-4b5c-88d8-1db951669c73
http://www.nflrush.com/play60
http://bcove.me/5206ikt2
http://bcove.me/5206ikt2
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content/communique/slideshows/2015-winn-holt-es-slideshow
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content/communique/slideshows/2015-winn-holt-es-slideshow
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/schools/content/row3/general-info-links/2015-gcps-toty/!ut/p/a1/jZDBDoIwEES_xQ8gu5YieEQStSh4ULH2YhqD2IiFQKPRrxe4I8xtJ28ymQUBHISWL5VJowot8_YWs4vtR8goxXBFE0Tmrp3QiyniHhvg3AChR5HZO2TekgbIFm6yiemBoIfj8tgjfzAfjiggVRREGYhSmrul9K0AXhVvG3iW6rSSeedZudKPGjjBqWNl17K2TGE-cALRNfQtJPYA0L6gA_5sLJ9H_t0u5kz5kx-UbCUB/?1dmy&current=true&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Ffeatured%2F2015-gcps-toty
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/parent-info-resources/education_tips_for_parents
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/parent-info-resources/education_tips_for_parents
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/012f014e-559b-43c1-842b-ed1aa5224196/Support-at-home-for-your-child-with-ADHD-ADD-FINAL-1-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/d03ad93d-00e5-48e1-8a50-5a733a9d3eaf/Help-your-child-manage-test-anxiety-FINAL-1-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/3ae196ed-83a6-44c0-b31d-4669be0bfaba/Tips-for-a-productive-IEP-meeting-FINAL-1-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/e67260d5-4e49-4d8e-9f96-b3f41c48f9d3/Strategies-to-help-relieve-stress-FINAL-1-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/6112ce36-e55f-468c-b6f1-8f01295e005a/Grandparents-raising-children-with-special-needs-FINAL-1-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/6112ce36-e55f-468c-b6f1-8f01295e005a/Grandparents-raising-children-with-special-needs-FINAL-1-15.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/parent-info-resources/education_tips_for_parents


Produced by the award-
winning GCPS TV team, “Focus 
Moments” are bite-sized videos 
that cover a range of school-based 
stories, good news, and quick-takes 
on events around the district. Click 
the icons on these pages to enjoy these 
“Focus Moments,” and check out more of 
these timely, short vignettes in our online 
OnDemand Library.

Nature	run…	Members of 
the North	Gwinnett	Middle	
running club have access 
to a wooded running trail 
on the campus, thanks 
to the efforts of a former 
student 
working on 
his Eagle 
project.

Racing to learn at Collins Hill High… An in-house field trip 
on STEM careers from Mazda Motorsports, Road Atlanta, 
and the Environmental Protection Agency demonstrates 
how Racing Accelerates Creative Education (RACE). 

Kohl’s Healthy Halls grant brings healthy fun to 
Walnut Grove Elementary… Students enjoyed learning 
“Strong4Life” habits from the actors of TellTale Theatre.

GCPS	grads	return	to	Gwinnett	to	teach…  
Hundreds of our graduates come back to the district 

after college to teach, 
aspiring to be like 

the teachers who 
inspired them. 

ParenTVision…	Find 
tips for parents on com-
munication, safety, and 
more with these GCPS 
TV videos.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/__85256846007F7522.nsf/0/263C77B52D94EF3D85256ABD006D57A9?Open&Highlight=0,GCPSTV
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/focus_moments.html
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/
http://bcove.me/5yctrjvm
http://bcove.me/oenvl0p6
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3952948187001
http://bcove.me/5yctrjvm
http://bcove.me/oenvl0p6
http://bcove.me/l4soacyx
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3832334485001
http://bcove.me/l4soacyx
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/parentvision.html
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/parentvision.html
http://bcove.me/vre7qnuh
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2015 Teachers of the Year

An elementary teacher who refers to herself as 
“a successful product of Gwinnett County Public 
Schools,” Dr. Sharon Smith is the 2015 Gwinnett 
County Teacher of the Year (TOTY). Gwinnett’s 
TOTY is a proud public school graduate, attending 
Brookwood Cluster schools in grades 1–12. She says 
that the district’s teachers exemplify the PUBLIC in 
public schools, noting that Gwinnett’s outstanding 
teachers are “Powerful, Unrelenting, Bold, Legend-
ary, Innovative Creators” who are dedicated to en-
suring success for their students and their schools.

Randi Hill
Gwinnett Online Campus 
Local School Technology 

Coordinator

2015 High School  
Teacher of the Year

Cindy Apley Rose
Couch Middle  
Mathematics teacher

2015 Middle School 
Teacher of the Year

Check out highlights 
from the Teacher of 
the Year banquet.

Dr. Sharon Smith
Brookwood Elementary Gifted Language Arts (Grades 1–2) 
and Early Intervention Program Teacher and Literacy Coach

2015 Gwinnett County Public Schools Teacher of the Year

2015 Elementary School Teacher of the Year

Communiqué is produced by Gwinnett 
County Public Schools’ Department of 
Communications and Media Relations. 
Thanks to the staff, students, and admin-
istrators who helped us tell their stories in 
this issue. Special thanks to Lisa Hopper 
for many of the photographs.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf
http://tinyurl.com/TOTYpage
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/schools/content/row3/general-info-links/2015-gcps-toty
http://bcove.me/0n5qcowf
http://bcove.me/0n5qcowf

