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Message from the CEO/Superintendent

Broad selection acknowledges 
excellence

The week of Spring Break brought an unexpected ray of sunshine right here in 
Gwinnett County Public Schools… no trip to the beach necessary. On April 9, The Eli 
and Edythe Broad Foundation announced the two finalists for the $1 million 2014 
Broad Prize for Urban Education... and once again, GCPS has been honored as one 
of the top urban school systems in the nation. 

To be honored as a Broad Prize finalist in 2009 was a great honor. To be named 
the 2010 winner of The Broad Prize was amazing for our district and for Gwinnett 
County. However, to be named a finalist in 2014 in our first year of eligibility as a 
former winner is even more impressive as it speaks to the fact that our very good 
school system is not content with the status quo. This recognition acknowledges that 
our work to help students succeed in a changing and competitive world is sustain-
able. Just one more piece of evidence that Gwinnett County Public Schools truly is 
making a difference.

Win or lose… I contend we already are winners in that we have so much for which 
we can be thankful— talented and dedicated teachers, leaders, and support staff; 
hard-working students; caring families that support their child at home and engage 
with their child’s school; and a community invested in our sucess. On behalf of the 
Board of Education and the citizens of Gwinnett  
County, I would like to thank you for the part you  
play in supporting the schoolchildren of Gwinnett. 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

On the front cover…
Duncan Creek Elementary Principal Carrie Yougel “puckers up” for a 
good cause. See the story and more photos on page 6.

Roll your cursor over the 
page to see links in the text.

There’s more!
When you see “colorful” text or these icons in an 
article, click to hear more, see more, and learn more. 

Click to see 
a video.

Click to learn 
more online.

Click for a 
slideshow.

Tell us what 
you think! 
Click here 
to take a 
brief online 
survey about 
Communiqué.

Click to share your 
feedback about the 

district’s foundational 
components, through  

April 30.

To ensure that our 
very good school 

system continues to 
get better, we need 
to hear from you.

GCPS named 2014 
Broad Prize finalist
In its first year eligible after 
winning in 2010, Gwinnett 
County Public Schools was 
named one of two finalists 
for the 2014 Broad Prize for 
Urban Education. Gwinnett 
is guaranteed $250,000 
and could win as much as 
$750,000 in scholarships for 
the Class of 2015. 

This annual award— the 
largest education prize in 
the country— honors urban 
school districts that demon-
strate the greatest overall 
performance and improve-
ment in student achievement 
while reducing achievement 
gaps among low-income 
students and students of 

color. The other finalist this 
year is Orange County Public 
Schools of Orlando, Fla. The 
winner will be announced by 
U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan on Sept. 22 in 
New York City. 

This year’s finalists were 
selected from among 75 of 
the country’s largest school 
districts by a review board of 
13 prominent education re-
searchers, policy leaders, prac-
titioners and executives from 
leading universities, education 
associations, civil rights advo-
cacy organizations, think-tanks 
and foundations that evaluated 
publicly available academic 
achievement data. 

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e979r040hu4lbxnd/start
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public
http://tinyurl.com/BroadFinal
http://tinyurl.com/BroadFinal


Communiqué Bulletin Board
Other key spring dates 

April 24 Kindergarten Registration

May 14 Last Day for Extended Hours

May 22 Last Day of School 

Coming assessments
Students will “show what they 
know” with culminating assess-
ments this spring. For some grade 
levels, the assessments have an 
impact on promotion. While these 
days have been set aside for test 
administration, only a small amount 
of time— ranging from as little one 
hour up to two hours— is actually 
spent testing on a given day. Assess-
ment dates include the following:
•	 Georgia	Criterion-Referenced	

Competency Tests (CRCT) for grades 
3–8— April 30–May 2 and May 5–7

•	 End	of	Course	Tests	for	designated	
courses for grades 8–12— May 1–21

•	 Advanced	Placement	Tests—	May 5–16

•	 Final	Exams—	May 20–22

Graduation schedule set
The Class of 2014 will take the 

stage at stadiums, the 
Gwinnett Center, and 
other venues May 
19–26. Online, find 
locations and times for 

graduation ceremonies. 
Congratulations to our 

graduates and their families!

2014–15 calendar revised
The first day of the 2014–15 school 
year will be Tuesday, August 5, a 
day earlier than originally planned, 
to accommodate schools closing 
for Election Day. The Nov. 4 holiday 
reflects a district practice to close 
schools on Election Day during 
gubernatorial and presidential 
election years. The calendar also 
includes student holidays for Oct. 
14, Nov. 24–28, Dec. 22–31, Jan. 1–5, Jan. 
19, and April 6–10, with Inclement 
Weather Make-up Days set for Feb. 
16, March 13, and May 21. Make-up 

days that are not used would be 
student holidays. The last day of 
school is scheduled for May 20. Find 
the calendar online.

Parent Portal now  
mobile-friendly 
GCPS’ Parent Portal is 
a valuable resource for 
parents... and a new 
mobile-friendly version 
makes it even easier to access 
their student’s information. Using a 
smartphone? A tablet? No matter 
the device, the new responsive 
design adapts content to fit the 
screen. The Parent Portal remains 
a secure connection to GCPS 
information for parents as they 
access key school information about 
their student, safely and securely, 
anytime from any place.

BOE approves K–8 
performing arts charter
The charter petition for North Metro 
Academy of Performing Arts got the 
green light from the Gwinnett 
School Board in March and advances 
to the Georgia Department of 
Education for its review and 
recommendation to the state Board 
of Education. The planned start-up 
charter school would be located in 
Norcross and is proposed to open 
in July of 2014. The school would 
ultimately serve students in grades 
K–8, with a projected first-year 
enrollment of 420 students in 
grades K–6. 

Volunteer for GCPS’ 
mentoring program
While counselors, teachers, and 
families all play a role in keeping 
students in school and learning, the 
involvement of a mentor can make 
a meaningful difference. GCPS’ 
Community-Based Mentoring 
program pairs caring adults 
with middle school boys whose 
attendance and behavior are having 

an adverse impact on their grades 
and classroom performance. How 
can you become a mentor? Mentors 
attend an orientation and training 
session, complete a background 
check, and commit to working with 
their mentee for a school year. 
Mentors make weekly contact, 
participating in both individual and 
group activities. Learn more online 
or contact the Office of Academic 
Support at 770-277-4485.

Registration reopens  
for Online Campus
Through June 12, Gwinnett Online Cam-
pus (GOC) will accept registration for 
students who will be in grades 4–12 
in 2014–15. An informational seminar 
will be held at GOC on April 21 and a 
webinar on May 6. Learn more online.

Register for HS summer 
classes through June 2
•	2014	HS	Face-to-Face	Summer	
claSSeS…	June 10–July 9 at three 
locations— Dacula HS, Duluth HS, 
and Parkview HS. Register online, or 
in person on June 2 at Duluth HS, for  
morning and/or afternoon session.  

•	2014	HS	online	Summer	claSSeS…	
Offered through Gwinnett Online 
Campus (GOC), online classes run 
June 9–July 7. Register online only.

Registration is open through June 2. 
Both programs will follow a Mon-
day-to-Thursday schedule. The  
cost for each class is $250. Summer 
graduation is set for July 10. 

ES/MS summer classes 
Elementary and middle school 
students who need more time 
and opportunity to learn will have 
that option during Gwinnett’s 
free Academic Summer School, 
scheduled for June 9 to July 2, with 
no Fridays. Qualifying students in 
grades 3–8 would be recommended 
for the 15-day session if they have 
not met requirements for promotion 
to the next grade. Schools will notify 
parents if their student is eligible.

http://tinyurl.com/KRegis14
http://tinyurl.com/2013-14Testing
http://tinyurl.com/2014Grad
http://tinyurl.com/2014Grad
http://tinyurl.com/Cal14-15
https://go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/parents/PPS/login
http://tinyurl.com/GCPS-Mentor
http://tinyurl.com/GCPS-Mentor
http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc.html
http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc.html
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/summerschoolweb01.nsf
http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/summer.html
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/schools/summer
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Lovin Bibliotheque:

‘TIGERs with a purpose’ send books to Haiti 

Literacy for young learners 

Each of GCPS’ media centers holds tens of thousands 
of books (more than 3 million books across the dis-
trict). Gwinnett children have access to an extensive 
and well-regarded public library system, and many en-
joy personal book collections. Sometimes we forget that 
kids in other places are not so fortunate…a fact brought 
home recently for the Lovin Elementary community. 

Teachers Becky Smith, Val Treadway, and Sharon Clark 

had a stack of books to donate to a worthy cause but 
hadn’t yet identified a recipient. Their students want-
ed to help, too. As the books piled up, Charles Augustin-

vil, a custodian at the school, suggested that the books 
be sent to his home country, Haiti. That suggestion 
gave focus to what would become a schoolwide effort 
and a growing friendship with the students and staff 
of a school in Bizoton, Haiti. More than 40 cartons of 
books—plus clothes and school supplies— have been 
delivered to College Jean Baptiste Lappé, a K–12 school 
located outside of Port au Prince, an area devastated 
by the 2010 earthquake.

“Our students, our parents, and our community 
are very giving and generous,” says Dr. Janet Blanchette, 
Lovin’s principal. “Our students are always asking for 
ways they can help others. They know what it means 
to be a TIGER in the Archer community. It is one who 
shows Trust, Integrity, Growth, Effort and Respect.”

The generosity of the Lovin community has been 
commemorated at the Haitian school, which set 
aside space for the new “Lovin Bibliotheque” to 
house the donated books. The school’s principal, Jean 

Baptiste Lappé, made a visit to Lawrenceville earlier 
this year to thank the Lovin community for its sup-
port. In June, Dr. Blanchette will attend the official 
opening of the new library with three Haitian natives 
from the Lovin community— Mr. Augustinvil, teach-
er Vivarine Argilagos, and parent Ernest Antoine. 

The two principals plan to continue the friendship 
between the two schools via the Internet, now that 
service has been restored in Bizoton. “I never ex-
pected this connection we have made… I know it is a 
lifelong connection between schools, between chil-
dren, and between friends,” says Dr. Blanchette.

With young children, every moment is an 
opportunity to learn! As beginning readers 
develop their literacy skills, at-home support 
is very important. Literacy experts encourage 
families to read together. Books that have 
repeating lines or are lyrical in nature are 
especially appealing to young children. Hands-
on activities for letter awareness and rhyming 
games also support literacy.

Click for literacy 
tips for young 
learners.

College Jean Baptiste Lappé serves students in kinder-
garten through 12th grade. Located in Bizoton, a town of 
about 2 million people near Port au Prince, the school is still 
struggling to rebuild after the earthquake of 2010. Lovin’s 
donation of more than 40 cartons of books will be housed in 
the school’s new media center, Lovin Bibliotheque, which 
will be dedicated this summer.

Click for 
scenes from 
College Jean 
Baptiste Lappé.

http://tinyurl.com/jvs8kuq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UC-DPR6etY4
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Science fair sparks creative, 
real-world applications

Click for more photos 
from	the	Gwinnett	Science	
and	Engineering	Fair.

From trematodes (a type of 
parasite) to frictionless transpor-
tation and drosophilia melano-
gaster (fruit fly) regeneration to 
structural engineering, students 
connected their classwork to real-
world science and engineering 
in their projects and symposium 
presentations for the 2014 Gwin-
nett Science and Engineering Fair. 
They also connected with real-
world scientists and engineers who 
served as community judges and 
career exhibitors for the event. 

“We recognize the true partner-
ship opportunities that are avail-
able in our commu-
nity,” says Dr. Jonathon 

Wetherington, director 
of science for GCPS, 
of the valuable sup-
port offered by the 
local science and 
engineering com-
munity, both busi-
nesses and postsecondary part-
ners. Over the last five or so years, 
engineering and computer science 
have overtaken chemistry proj-
ects, bringing in more partners 
in those fields. The pool of judges 
has grown by about 20% as more 
schools and students participate. 

“Seeing kids who are thinking  
through science fair projects that 
actually have a real-world appli-
cation, and seeing the kids make 
that connection… that’s 
what’s most impres-
sive to me,” says vet-
eran fire protection 
engineer Doug Fisher.

Engineer 
Marsha Anderson 

Bomar, senior principal in 
transportation for Stantec, is a 
passionate supporter of science 
and engineering education. She 

says that events like the 
Fair will help fill “gaps” in 
her chosen profession as 
Baby Boomers retire and 
young people, including 
under-represented 
minorities and women, 
enter the field. “I want 
to make sure many 

different kinds of students are 
encouraged to participate and 
to think about careers like mine 
going forward,” she says, noting 
that her company’s sponsorship 
of the fair is an “investment in the 
community,” one that will reap 
benefits for future generations.

That’s an investment in students 
like Breanna, a Mountain View High 

sophomore who said the Fair 
made her think about her future 
as a pharmacist. “I thought it was 
a cool experience… it’s more like 
the real world, where I’m interact-
ing with new people and not just 
being in school learning about it.”

What do s’mores and the red-hot 
field of fire protection engineering 
have in common? Both captured 
the attention of student exhibitors 
gathered at open fire pits outside the 
Gwinnett Center. Doug Fisher, prin-
cipal fire protection engineer with 
Fisher Engineering, demonstrated 
the chemical reaction that occurs 
when oxygen, fuel, and heat com-
bine… and students got a hands-on 
experience with melted chocolate 
and gooey marshmallows between 
two graham crackers.

Mr. Fisher, a member of the Fair’s ad-
visory committee, got involved five 
years ago when his own children 
were participating in the fair. “Fire 
protection engineering is not a com-
monly known discipline for students 
to enter, so we thought it would be a 
great chance to educate the kids,” 
he says. “We tell them about fire 
protection engineering and what it 
takes to be a fire protection engi-
neer, but we’re also giving them a 
little bit of background on how fires 
work, how they start, and how to  
put them out.”

From the Gwinnett event, 
70 projects advanced  

to the state Fair.  
Five projects were among  

the top 10 winners with 
10 projects winning 1st 

place and 13 earning 2nd.  
Six projects will compete 

at the international  
event in May.

http://tinyurl.com/nyngg2h
http://www.bluetoad.com/publication/?i=198569
http://www.gwinnettsciencefair.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/2014-Symposium-Program.pdf
http://www.gwinnettsciencefair.com/
http://www.gwinnettsciencefair.com/
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=3326759292001
http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/youth/academic-special-programs/georgia-science-and-engineering-fair
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Engaging the Entrepreneurial Spirit
Small businesses, particularly 

those launched by entrepreneurs 
and innovators, play a vital role 
in the U.S. economy. 

As we prepare our students 
for college, careers, and life, we 
know that all students will need 
21st century skills— as problem-
solvers, critical-thinkers, and 
effective communicators— in the 
workplace of tomorrow. And 
many of them will start their 
own businesses. 

Across the district, classroom 
activities and school programs 
are focusing on entrepreneur-
ship, business skills, and fi-
nancial literacy to ensure that 
students are ready for what’s 
next— both on the career front 
and as a saavy consumer.

In 2015–16, GCPS will open 

a new high school with an en-
trepreneurial focus. The new 
school also will house specialized 
programs developed by Junior 
Achievement. Through clas-
soom activities and experiential, 
hands-on simulations on-site, 
Gwinnett students at selected 
grades will learn about the busi-
ness cycle and personal finance. 
JA BizTown— a fully interactive, 
simulated town— will help stu-
dents connect the dots between 
what they learn in school and the 
real world. JA Finance Park will 
help students build a foundation 
for making personal financial 
decisions. 

Following are profiles of 
just a few programs in place 
at GCPS schools that support 
related learning for students.

Business is ‘sign’ of 
the times at Shiloh

GCPS high schools host student-
run businesses as work-based 
learning opportunities. Shiloh High has 
two such enterprises that “employ” 
Entrepreneurship and Advanced 
Marketing students. Just a month 
old, the General Print Shop is a full-
service, custom sign, banner, and 
apparel business. The General Store 

sells snacks and spiritwear, 
including products produced 
on the print side. 

With the two programs, 
Shiloh students have gotten 
the experience of developing 
a new business from the 
ground floor, running a retail 

operation, and providing business-
to-business services. Both shops are 
open to students, staff, and the public.

Through classwork and day-to-
day operation of the print shop, 
the Entrepreneurship program’s 65 
students discover what it takes to 
start and run a business and learn 
about product development, customer 
service, human resources, market 
research, industry analysis, legal 
issues, and financial management.

The two student-run enterprises 
will be an essential piece in Shiloh’s 
Business, Entrepreneurship, Marketing, 
and Leadership Academy launching in 
the fall. “Through the print shop and 
store, we will be able to produce a true 
work experience for more students,” 
says Mike Nash, who teaches 
Entrepreneurship at the school.

Sign of the times… Shiloh High Entrepreneurship students get class credit for 
their work in The General Print Shop, which is expected to bring in more than 
$40,000 in the 2014–15 school year. Profits are invested in shop equipment, sup-
plies for sign and apparel production, and improvements to the program. 

Click for 
financial 
literacy tips.

Click for tips on sparking the 
entrepreneurial spirit in your student.

http://www.sbecouncil.org/about-us/facts-and-data/
http://www.georgia.ja.org/
http://www.georgia.ja.org/
http://www.georgia.ja.org/programs/JABizTown.php
http://www.georgia.ja.org/common/documents/JA%20Finance%20Park%20Program%20Materials.pdf
http://bcove.me/rksefrwu
http://tinyurl.com/k9nbq72
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Hands-on builds business know-how
Crews students solve 
business problems

For Business and Technical 
Education Teacher Rod Hames of 

Crews Middle, the most effective 
learning happens when students 
are truly engaged. “Whether it’s a 
simulation, a speech, or a project, 
I want it to be hands-on learning,” 
he says. In learning the funda-
mentals of business, his students 
participate in a hands-on project 
that really gets them thinking 
like business owners. Mr. Hames 
explains, “We ask a business, ‘Can 
we solve a problem for you?’.” 

At each grade-level, students 
are given a real-world business 
problem— such as increasing 
foot traffic, promoting the value 
of a premium-priced product, or 
developing marketing strategies 
for teens— and asked to develop a 
solution. A dozen of the best solu-
tions are presented to the busi-
ness owner, who gives out awards. 
This year, Crews students took on 
business challenges faced by three 
local restaurants— Chik-fil-A, 
Zaxby’s, and Pizzeria Venti.

“You don’t have to be an entre-
preneur to have an entrepreneurial 
spirit,” says Mr. Hames. “Not ev-
eryone is going to start a business, 
take that risk, but we want every 
single kid to have high expectations 
for themselves. We want to encour-
age kids, no matter what they do, 
to do their very best.”

Click for online resources 
on financial literacy and 
business sense.

Click for 
scenes from 
Kindergarten 
Community 
2014.

It may take a village to raise a 
child, but six classes of kindergart-
ners at Puckett’s Mill Elementary (and 
a host of visitors) sure learned a  
lot about life and work in their town 
when they formed their own  
“community.”

The brainchild of Teacher Col-

leen McGiboney, the Kindergarten 
Community project reinforces 
important skills across the curricu-
lum — learning about community 
workers and helpers, how money 
purchases goods and services, and 
counting, adding, and subtracting.  

Each teacher chose three to four 
businesses that the children in 
the class would research. As part 
of their research, students inter-
viewed workers in the real commu-
nity about their profession. 

The kids created storefronts, and 
determined jobs for their kinder-
garten “co-workers.” In some 
cases, they helped make the 
products they would sell 
and wrote persuasive 
letters to “investors.”

Goods and services 
were priced at a dime, 
and the children prac-
ticed money-related 
math in preparation. 
All kindergartners 
and another 20 
classes from 
the school 
“shopped” in 

the community during the week-
long event, raising $1,600 that will 
be used for instructional materials.

From year to year, the businesses 
vary, with the 2014 Community 
including a police department, a 
“TV” station, recreation facilities 
such as a hockey rink, restaurants, 
hair and nail “salons,” even a 
Slime Shop.  

“This collaborative, inquiry proj-
ect really engages students in their 
learning and covers a wide variety 
of the AKS,” says Ms. McGiboney 
who calls the project “the best 
week ever.”

Students agreed. “The Kinder-
garten Community was awesome!” 
according to kindergartner Brandon. 
“You can buy different things that 
are cool and it’s kind of fun to work.”

Puckett’s Mill kindergartners form community

Click for a news story on 
Kindergarten Community 
from a “cub reporter.” 

Click for  
photos from 
Kindergarten 
Community 2014.

http://tinyurl.com/l4npzv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhRAjHAt2yM&feature=youtu.be
http://tinyurl.com/levac73
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Let’s paint the world positive!
“It is important for kids to see that, despite 

their age, they CAN make a difference and 
touch the lives of others in a positive, lasting 
way,” says 3rd Grade Teacher Cindy Duttenhofer 
of Riverside Elementary. Her students and those of 
Ginger Cox are “painting the world positive” with 
thoughtful words. The children started their 
traveling “Kindness Journals” with a message 
celebrating the thoughtfulness of someone out-
side of their family, and asked the recipient to 
share their own words of thanks and pass along 
the journal. The 100-page books full of kind 

words are now crisscrossing the U.S. (and traveling to other countries), and will honor scout leaders, tutors, 
coaches, neighbors, teachers, service members, faith leaders, and others— 5,500 people in all— before return-
ing to the school. Says Ms. Duttenhofer, “My students are hopeful that we will get the opportunity to track our 
journals’ travels and celebrate the kind actions of others throughout the world!”

llama, llama...
Toccoa, Onyx, and Mr. Feelgood barely batted their long eye-

lashes when approached for a kiss. After all, it was for a 
good cause. Sporting T-shirts emblazoned  with “Save the 
Drama for Your Llama” and “Our Llamas will Capture Your 
Hearts,” four Duncan Creek Elementary staff members took 
turns smooching these gentle, long-haired mammals. Stu-
dents paid 50 cents for every vote in the week-long Relay 
For Life fundraiser, selecting Principal Carrie Yougel and three 
teachers— 3rd Grade Teachers Kimberly Wilderspin and Rich 

Voss and Dr. Jackie Ellett, the art teacher— to pucker up for the 
three llamas. The event raised $403 for Relay For Life. 

“We felt this event was important to show the students 
they have the power to make a difference,” says Principal 
Yougel. The school’s 1st graders also learned about careers 
in agriculture during the event. 

Friendly and intelligent, llamas are a domesticated 
pack animal found in South America, cousin to the camel. 
Duncan Creek’s visitors live at Chelian Farm and were 
“wrangled” by members of the Jackson County 4-H Love 
of Llamas Club. Naturally, the visiting llamas were invited 
to the Media Center for a read-aloud after the “The Great 
Smackdown.” The book? “Llama Llama, Red Pajama,” of 
course! 

Click for photos of more “llama drama.”

Click for the  
llamas’ screen  

debut	on	GCPS	TV.

Llama encounters… Dr. Ellett puck-
ers	up	for	Mr.	Feelgood	(top).	Llamas	
are friendly and intelligent animals.

http://www.llamallamabook.com/index2.php
http://tinyurl.com/lzwr9ym
http://bcove.me/os9mhk5n


7

Career exploration… In advisement lessons, classroom 
activities, and career fairs like these held at Snellville Middle 
(above) and Peachtree Ridge High (right), Gwinnett students 
learn about career options after graduation and the requirements 
for postsecondary education and training.  

Exploring 
careers…

Dual	language	immerSion: 
¿Cómo se dice, ‘I’m learning a new language!’ ?

In the years ahead, the ability to communicate and collaborate with global partners 
will become an increasingly valuable skill as young people enter the workforce. A new 
GCPS program promises to educate a cohort of students who will prepare for this 
21st century reality through a dual-language immersion (DLI) program. Families 
of rising kindergartners may elect for their child to learn a new language at one of 
three schools piloting the voluntary language program in the 2014–15 school year 

— Spanish at Annistown Elementary and Bethesda Elementary and 
French at Trip Elementary. Registration is open through May 8. The 

schools will accept transfers if available slots are not filled by students in the 
school zone and families provide transportation. GCPS’ 50/50 Model calls 
for at least 50% of the school day to be spent learning the curriculum in 
the new language. A team of two teachers— one fluent in the target lan-
guage— will work together, with class time for mathematics and science 

in the new language with one teacher and language arts and social studies 
in English with the other teacher. The program will build by one grade-

level every year. District leaders expect that students will see achievement 
benefits, but also cognitive and linguistic perks. Ultimately, they could benefit 

economically, graduating from high school with solid bilingual credentials. 

  Snapshots

Click for digital resources 
about careers and 
workplace options.

http://tinyurl.com/DLI-GCPS-info
http://tinyurl.com/DLIRegis
https://secure.gacollege411.org/Career_Planning/_default.aspx


Click for a slideshow 
of Mountain View 

High’s “Phantom of 
the Opera”— from 

“makeup” to curtain 
calls at the end of the 

evening.

The last few months of the 
school year are full of exciting 
events for high school students— 
from prom to graduation— not to 
mention Spring Break trips. Un-
fortunately, those exciting events 
also have the potential for prob-
lems. Earlier this spring, stu-
dents in the Students Against De-
structive Decisions (SADD) Club 
used fun and inspiring activities 
to encourage their Brookwood High 

classmates to think before they 
act so they can avoid dangerous 
situations. BRAT (Brookwood 
Rallies Against Trouble) Week 
emphasizes being smart when 
having fun. Students signed 
pledges to avoid impaired and 
distracted driving and underaged 
drinking. They were reminded to 
exercise good judgment and act 
responsibly in their use of 
social media. Random 
Acts of Bronco Kindness 

discouraged bullying. 
“I hope BRAT Week will help 

students remember to think 
before they act and to make 
good, smart decisions so they 
can stay safe” says Daniel Kim, vice 
president of the SADD Club at 
Brookwood. SADD President 
Amelia Thornton added the lessons 
she hoped her classmates heard, 
“…how important it is to think 
before you post things online, 
to wait and respond to the text 
when you are not behind the 
wheel, to always be responsible 
and not drink, and to think of 
others before you speak.”

FBI Special Agent Keith Kabrhel, 
whose area of expertise is crimes 
against children on the Internet, 
spoke to Brookwood 9th grad-
ers about web safety. An evening 

program spread the message to 
upperclassmen and parents. 

Through the presentation, 
the reality of consequences hit 
home for students, particularly 
the criminal and legal aspects 
of posting something on social 
media that students might regret, 
including the long-term impact 
on college applications and fu-
ture employment. 

Amelia, a senior, said the best 
advice she heard was this from 
Agent Kabrhel, “Always be mind-
ful of what you do online or on so-
cial media because what you post 
never goes away (even on snap-
chat) and could possibly follow 
you into adulthood and jeopardize 
your future career goals or even 
your relation-
ships.” 

During lunch, students were 
encouraged to take “Safe 
Selfies” at a station stocked 
with fun props. Students 
were reminded about the 
dangers of sharing inappropriate 
or intimate photos, whether online or 
privately, even with someone they trust.  

BRAT Week 
encourages 
Brookwood  
students to make 
good decisions
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http://sadd.org/stats.htm
http://sadd.org/stats.htm
http://www.driveithome.org/Pages/home.aspx?utm_medium=banner&utm_source=nsc-web&utm_campaign=comm2013
http://www.driveithome.org/Pages/home.aspx?utm_medium=banner&utm_source=nsc-web&utm_campaign=comm2013
http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents
http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents
http://adsoftheworld.com/media/print/toyota_instagram?size=original
http://adsoftheworld.com/media/print/toyota_instagram?size=original
http://adsoftheworld.com/media/print/toyota_instagram?size=original
http://blog.qustodio.com/2013/12/selfie-safety-tips-for-teens.html
http://blog.qustodio.com/2013/12/selfie-safety-tips-for-teens.html


Produced by the award-
winning GCPS TV team, “Focus 
Moments” are bite-sized videos 
that cover a range of 
school-based stories, 
good news, and quick-
takes on events around 
the district. Click the icons on these 
pages to enjoy these “Focus Moments,” 
and check out more of these timely, short 
vignettes in our online OnDemand Library.

Eyes on the Stars… Simpson 
Elementary students explored 

space with Col. Shane 
Kimbrough, a NASA 
astronaut who was a 
member of the Shuttle 
Endeavor crew on mis-
sion STS-126.

Georgia Tech partners with GCPS for GoSTEM initiative… 
Serving students in the Meadowcreek Cluster, particularly 
Latino students in grades K–12, the initiative is designed to 
increase participation in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics.
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Do you, B, take L to be your lawfully wedded blend?… 
Woodward Mill Elementary kindergartners strengthened 
their reading skills with a “wedding” ceremony for blends 
(such as gr and br), diagraphs (like sh and th), and letter 
combinations (for instance, qu). 

Click for 
the finals of 
the	Gwinnett	
Readers Rally.

Hands-on Science… Centerville Elementary recently 
hosted a Science Night with hands-on activities to 

boost learning and family 
engagement. 

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/__85256846007F7522.nsf/0/263C77B52D94EF3D85256ABD006D57A9?Open&Highlight=0,GCPSTV
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/focus_moments.html
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/
http://bcove.me/lt96kqba
http://bcove.me/03ow2oc1
http://bcove.me/lt96kqba
http://bcove.me/03ow2oc1
http://bcove.me/t9m05bg2
http://bcove.me/t9m05bg2
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/readers_rally.html
http://bcove.me/0kr4tatv
http://bcove.me/0kr4tatv
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Celebrate the Class of 2014

Communiqué is produced by Gwinnett County Public Schools’ Department of Communications 
and Media Relations. Thanks to the staff, students, and administrators who helped us tell their 

stories in this issue. Special thanks to Lisa Hopper for many of the photographs.

Stay Connected to GCPS

Spring Fling… Parkview 
High students ham it up 

for photos at the school’s 
Spring	Fling	for	seniors.

Coming in May… a special edition of Communiqué to honor graduates.

• Watch GCPS TV on your local cable  
station or stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

• Find Gwinnett County Public Schools  
on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter at GwinnettSchools.

• Check out the GCPS website at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us where you can 

 – Sign up for RSS feeds, and 
–  Subscribe to electronic publications,  

including GCPS eNews.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GCPSTV
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GCPSTV
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gwinnett-County-Public-Schools/337785413786
https://twitter.com/GwinnettSchools
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/home
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public
http://tinyurl.com/RSS-GCPS
http://tinyurl.com/GCPSeNews-subscribe

