
On Student Enrollment
In 2013–2014, GCPS is serving more than 168,600  
students... and it’s still growing. The Lanier Cluster has 
the smallest enrollment this year. Meadowcreek and 
Berkmar are the largest clusters. The district’s enroll-
ment grew by more than 3,700 students this year. 

On Student Achievement
The Class of 2013 boasted more than 10,500 graduates. 
About 84% reported plans to attend college. As of April of 
2013, seniors reported more than $137 million in schol-
arship offers (not including 
HOPE and Gates Millennium 
scholarships). Among those 
scholarship winners were:  
12 Gates Millennium Scholars, 
13 QuestBridge Scholars, 13 
military academy appointees, 
16 Georgia Scholars, and others 
including National Merit and 
National Achievement Finalists.

Gwinnett’s instructional pro-
gram provides a challenging 
curriculum that targets essential knowledge and skills. 
Recent test results show that students continue to meet 
high academic expectations. 
•	 Gwinnett’s 2011–12 SAT average is 1513 (The GCPS 

average is 15 points above the national  
average and 61 points above the state average.)  
Over the last three years, GCPS saw a 28%  
increase in SAT participation. 

•	 With an ACT average of 22 out of a possible 36, GCPS 
topped the state and national averages. Participation 
in the ACT has increased over the last five years.  

•	 Overall,	GCPS schools did well on the Georgia 
College and Career Ready Performance Index 
(CCRPI) which	takes	into	account	achievement,	
progress,	and	achievement	gap	closure.	The	dis-
trict’s	index	scores	for	elementary,	middle,	and	high	
schools	surpassed	the	state’s	averages.

•	 More Gwinnett students are taking rigorous, 
college-level Advanced Placement (AP) classes. 
Last year, 12,944 students took 24,568 AP exams. 
57% percent scored a three or higher and earned 
college credit. What’s more, all Gwinnett high 
schools were recognized as AP Honor Schools 

in 2012 and 147 students 
were honored as National AP 
Scholars. 
•   GCPS	earned	a	spot	on	the	
College Board’s AP District 
Honor Roll,	a	list	of	only	about	
500	school	districts	from	across	
the	USA	and	Canada	honored	
for	the	academic	performance	of	
their	students	in	the	Advanced	
Placement	(AP)	area. 
•   Results from the Criterion-
Referenced Competency 

Tests (CRCTs) show that the vast majority of 
Gwinnett students in grades 3, 5, and 8 are meet-
ing and exceeding the state’s expectations.

•	 Simpson Elementary was a 2012 National Blue Rib-
bon School in the “Exemplary High Performing” 
category. Four Gwinnett schools— Harris ES, 
Head ES, Mulberry ES, and Osborne MS— were 
named Georgia Schools of Excellence in 2013.

• In addition, Gwinnett students earned numerous 
local, state, national, and international awards 
for academic achievement last year.

Gwinnett County Public Schools... 
Creating a System of World-Class Schools

Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) is a premier school system. In fact, it is a two-time 
finalist for the Broad Prize for Urban Education (2009 and 2010) and winner of the 2010 Broad 
Prize, designating it as one of the nation’s top urban school districts. What distinguishes this 
school system from others are a strong curriculum; the finest teachers in the profession; at-
tractive, well-equipped, and modern facilities; plus an enviable level of parental involvement 
and community support. Read on to learn more about Georgia’s largest school system and 
Gwinnett County’s largest employer.
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On Staff 
• GCPS has approximately 20,000 employees. It holds 

the position of the largest employer in the county and 
is one of the largest employers in Georgia. 

• GCPS has been named one of the top employers 
in the state by Atlanta magazine. The district 
also was profiled by Atlanta Business Chronicle 
as a top metro employer and made the list of 
top employers in Gwinnett Magazine. The Black 
Collegian also named GCPS one of the top 100 
employers in the country.

• GCPS hired more than 1,450 teachers this school 
year— 926 new hires; 451 rehires who had 
worked a partial year last year; and 73 retirees 
returning to work.

• In 2013–14, the average GCPS teacher holds a 
master’s or higher advanced degree, has 15 years 
experience, and earns $55,795. With  
benefits, the total teacher compensation package 
averages $76,896.

On Facilities
•	 GCPS has 132 schools in 2013–14, including  

77 elementary schools, 26 middle schools, 19 high 
schools, four charter schools (Gwinnett School of 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology; Maxwell 
High School of Technology; New Life Academy 
of Excellence; and Gwinnett Online Campus), 
and six other special schools (GIVE Center East 
and West—  alternative programs for middle and 
high school students; and four schools providing 
special education services: Buice School (pre-K 
and early childhood programs); Hooper Renwick 
School; Monarch School (Pre-K, ADAPT, and 
early childhood); and Oakland Meadow School. 

•	 GCPS was named Georgia’s Green Ribbon District 
for its energy conservation and green initiatives.

On School Nutrition 
• Last year, GCPS served 21,178,474 student 

lunches and 10,881,345 student breakfasts.
• This year, more than 58% of all students qualify 

for meals that are free or reduced in price, based 
on their families’ income levels.

On Transportation 
•  The Transportation Department operates more than 

1,900 school buses, safely transporting more than 
126,000 students twice a day. Annually, GCPS buses 
travel more than 23.5 million miles. 

SPLOST IV:   Providing Classrooms and 
Technology for Gwinnett Students
     Since 1997, GCPS has benefitted from a special 
purpose local option sales tax for education, or  
E-SPLOST. E-SPLOST has provided GCPS students 
with thousands of needed classrooms in 46 new 
schools and dozens of school additions, as well as 
technology improvements that are essential to world-
class teaching and learning.
     In November of 2011, Gwinnett County voters 
approved an extension of the one-cent E-SPLOST for 
another five years. Collections began July 1, 2012, and 
will run through June 30, 2017. 
• Anticipated revenue of $876 million (By law, Bu-

ford City Schools will get $17.1 million based on its 
enrollment, leaving GCPS with $858.9 million.) 

• Projects include 5 new schools, 1 bus facility, and  
9 additions and renovations. 

• Includes air conditioning for all middle and high 
school gyms and all elementary activity buildings, 
along with all kitchens that currently do not have 
air conditioning. 

• Significant technology upgrades, including ret-
rofits for all schools and infrastructure support, 
plus digital content to expand the walls of the 
classroom and make learning more engaging and 
relevant to today’s world. 

• Facility improvements to address preventive main-
tenance that has been postponed due to budget 
cuts (roofing, painting, carpeting, etc.)

On GCPS’ Sound Financial 
Management 
• FY2014 Budget— $1.7 billion; 

General Fund— $1.2 billion
•	 The cost of educating one child 

in Gwinnett County is $7,548 
per year. The direct costs of 
instruction account for 71% of 
the General Fund.

• GCPS is one of only two large 
districts in the nation to hold 
a triple-A bond rating— the 
highest possible— from both 
Moody’s Investors Service and 
Standard & Poor’s. It is the only 
school system in Georgia and in 
the southeast recognized with 
this stamp of approval.
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