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Message from the CEO/Superintendent

Gifts abound in Gwinnett schools
This time of year brings many opportunities to showcase the talents of Gwinnett’s 

students. During the fall, many in the community focus on football and other fall 
sports that allow our students to spotlight their athleticism and competitive spirit. 
However, don’t overlook the array of activities that demonstrate our students’ fine 
arts talents as well.

For example, GCPS’ outstanding marching bands add to the excitement on the foot-
ball field and in the stands. Regarded as some of the best in the Southeast, Gwinnett’s marching musicians 
are assisted by dance teams, and “guards” comprised of student performers twirling flags, rifles, and sabers. 
Together, they present impressive exhibitions of music, marching, and more at half-time. 

Off the gridiron, Gwinnett students excel in top-notch theatrical productions and “One-Act Play” competi-
tions. Our schools’ dance programs and band, orchestra, and chorus concerts also draw rave reviews from 
audiences awed by the high caliber of these performances. 

Not to be outdone, our visual arts students also take advantage of every opportunity to display their craft. 
Gwinnett students’ artwork is featured prominently in local competitions and exhibitions, and at school 
events showcasing our talented artists of all ages.

During this time of gift-giving, I encourage you to give yourself a treat in the new year and make time to 
attend an athletic event, a play, a concert, or an exhibit at one of our schools… and enjoy firsthand the gifts of 
our talented students. 

J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent
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Tell us what you 
think! Click here to 
take a brief online 
survey about  
Communiqué.

There’s more!
When you see “colorful” 
text or these icons in an 
article, click to hear more, 
see more, and learn more. 

Click to see  
a video.

Click to learn  
more online.

Click for a 
slideshow.

On the cover…
A Roberts Elementary student practices fire safety 
procedures in the Fire Safety House during a 
special event at the school. The simulation activity 
is offered through Gwinnett County Fire and 
Emergency Services. 

Communiqué is produced by  
Gwinnett County Public Schools’ 
Department of Communications and 
Media Relations. Thanks to the staff, 
students, and administrators who 
helped us tell their stories in this  
issue. Special thanks to Lisa Hopper  
for many of the photographs.

Stay Connected to GCPS
• Watch GCPS TV on your local cable station 

or stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

• Find Gwinnett County Public Schools  
on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter at GwinnettSchools.
• Check out the GCPS website at  

www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us where you can 
 – Sign up for RSS feeds, and 

–  Subscribe to electronic publications,  
including GCPS eNews.

Click for a slideshow of scenes from 
the Roberts Elementary Operation 
Safe Kids event.

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e8nxik20hp4ljhww/start
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e8nxik20hp4ljhww/start
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GCPSTV
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/pages/GCPSTV
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gwinnett-County-Public-Schools/337785413786
https://twitter.com/GwinnettSchools
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public
http://tinyurl.com/RSS-GCPS
http://tinyurl.com/GCPSeNews-subscribe
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content?1dmy&current=true&urile=wcm%3apath%3a/gcps_public_content_enus/public_site/news/communique/operation-safe-kids-at-roberts-es


Communiqué Bulletin Board
Nation’s leading rating 
agencies reaffirm GCPS’ 
AAA bond rating
The nation’s two leading rating agen-
cies reaffirmed the district’s “AAA” 
(triple-A) bond rating— the highest 
possible bond rating. Standard & Poor’s 
(S&P) assigned its “AAA” long-term 
rating and stable outlook for GCPS’ 
2013 general obligation (GO) bonds 
and affirmed its “AAA long-term rating 
on the district’s previously issued GO 
bonds. In addition, Moody’s Investment 
Services reaffirmed the school system’s 
triple-A rating. 

Gwinnett is the only school district in 
Georgia with a AAA rating from either 
rating agency. It is the only school dis-
trict in the southeastern United States 
with this financial distinction from 
either agency. And it is one of only two 
large school systems in the nation with 
an AAA rating from either agency.

Chief Financial Officer Rick Cost further 
explains the importance of retaining 
this highest rating, saying, “Being 
recognized nationally by both Moody’s 
and Standard & Poor’s as a AAA rated 
organization, speaks well of the district’s 
financial future. We all benefit from 
this— the school district, taxpayers, and 
students— as we were able to acquire 
the absolute lowest interest rates pos-
sible in the bond market on the sale of 
the bonds, which translates into having 
more money available to go toward 
capital projects that enhance teaching 
and learning.”

The recent sale of $211 million in bonds 
(previously authorized by voters) at this 
advantageous rate will allow GCPS to 
speed up the timeline for technology 
upgrades for schools, all at a savings  
for taxpayers. 

Northbrook Middle to 
open in Peachtree Ridge
The newly named Northbrook Middle— 
located at 1221 Northbrook Parkway in 
Suwanee (Peachtree Ridge Cluster)— is 
scheduled to open in August of 2014.

Deadlines approach for 
charters, program sign-up
Register for 2014–15 school year:

•	Gwinnett School of Mathematics, 
Science, and Technology (Jan. 31 
deadline, rising 9th graders only,  
final information session Jan. 15)

•	Gwinnett Online Campus (Register 
Feb. 1–28, rising 4th–12th graders,  
information sessions in Jan. and Feb.)

•	New Life Academy of Excellence 
(Open enrollment Jan. 13–17, rising 
kindergartners only)

•	Maxwell High School of Technol-
ogy (Register online starting Jan. 13, 
open house Feb. 13)

•	Grayson High Technical Education 
Program (Register starting Jan. 13, 
open house Jan. 23)

Calendar reminders 
Dec. 20 Last day of classes  

before Winter Break

Jan. 7 Students return to class

Jan. 20 Martin Luther King Jr.  
Day (student holiday)

Feb. 17 Student Holiday or Snow 
Make-up Day #1 

March 14 Student Holiday or Snow 
Make-up Day #2

Prepare for bad weather
Snow, ice, and bitter temperatures 
can cause school closings and delays. 
Learn more about the district’s inclem-
ent weather procedures on the GCPS 
website. 

Calendar set for  
2014–15 school year
Circle Wednesday, Aug. 6, 2014, on 
your calendar. That’s the first day of the 
2014–15 school year. Find the GCPS 
calendar online.

Find timely tips, info 
for parents online
2  

This secure, 24/7 resource gives 
parents access to their child’s grades, 
attendance and discipline records, 
course history, a summary of library 
materials and textbooks, the balance in 
MyPaymentsPlus, and e-mail access to 
teachers.

 
GCPS TV-produced video segments 
highlight issues of concern to parents, 
such as tips for test-takers, the impor-
tance of family dinners, and technology 
and homework.

http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/all-news/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOKNHX0NPE1MDLwsTEOMDTz9gl0NAoNcjA3MTIAKIoEKvCxMDDyN_Q08LdxMnA08nczDvP1MQowMLAyI02-AAzgS1B-uHwVWgssFnuYEFICcCFaAxw0FuaERBpmeigCtwjzH/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.news.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2Fnations-leading-rating-agencies-reaffirm-gwinnett-county-public-schools-%2Bhighest-bond-ratings%2B%2528triple-a%2529
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/all-news/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOKNHX0NPE1MDLwsTEOMDTz9gl0NAoNcjA3MTIAKIoEKvCxMDDyN_Q08LdxMnA08nczDvP1MQowMLAyI02-AAzgS1B-uHwVWgssFnuYEFICcCFaAxw0FuaERBpmeigCtwjzH/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.news.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2Fnations-leading-rating-agencies-reaffirm-gwinnett-county-public-schools-%2Bhighest-bond-ratings%2B%2528triple-a%2529
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/all-news/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOKNHX0NPE1MDLwsTEOMDTz9gl0NAoNcjA3MTIAKIoEKvCxMDDyN_Q08LdxMnA08nczDvP1MQowMLAyI02-AAzgS1B-uHwVWgssFnuYEFICcCFaAxw0FuaERBpmeigCtwjzH/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.news.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2Fnations-leading-rating-agencies-reaffirm-gwinnett-county-public-schools-%2Bhighest-bond-ratings%2B%2528triple-a%2529
http://www.gsmst.org/gsmst_web/?q=node/289
http://www.gsmst.org/gsmst_web/?q=node/289
http://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc.html
http://www.newlifeacademyga.com/
http://www.maxwellhigh.com/registration.html
http://www.maxwellhigh.com/registration.html
http://www.graysontech.org/
http://www.graysontech.org/
http://tinyurl.com/2012-13Cal
http://tinyurl.com/GCPS-weather
http://tinyurl.com/2014-15Cal
http://tinyurl.com/2014-15Cal
https://go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/parent/wps/portal
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/default.aspx
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/parentvision.html
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Standards for  
Mathematical Practice  

Across grade levels, we integrate 
math “behaviors” that build the 
mathematical skills needed to foster 
reasoning and understanding at a 
deep level. These eight mathemati-
cal practices include making sense of 
problems and persevering in solving 
them, reasoning abstractly and quan-
titatively, being precise, and using ap-
propriate tools (rulers, formulas, etc.) 
Our focus on “Standards for Math-
ematical Practice” across grade levels 
gives an academic boost to students 
as they build math reasoning, solve 
problems, think abstractly, and com-
municate mathematically.

The Common Core State 
Standards Initiative is 
a states-led effort to 
establish a single set of 
educational expectations 
in language arts and 
mathematics that will 
give students across the 
country the skills and 
knowledge they need to 
succeed in college and 
career. This shared set 
of standards has been 
adopted by 46 states, 
including Georgia, and 
the District of Columbia. 
The standards were 
developed by a diverse 
group of teachers, 
experts, parents, and 
school administrators 
and are supported by 
prominent education, 
business, and state 
leaders’ organizations. In 
Gwinnett, our Academic 
Knowledge and Skills 
(AKS) curriculum has 
been aligned to the 
Common Core Georgia 
Performance Standards 
(CCGPS) in mathematics 
(K–10, adding grades 11 
and 12 in coming years), 
language arts, and 
literacy in science, social 
studies, and technical 
subjects. 

Mathematics in Gwinnett 

Components of the CCGPS: 

Here’s what’s in the math ‘pie’ 

Click for more 
information about 
the Common Core.

Just as the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS) in Eng-
lish Language Arts and Literacy help prepare students to be a literate person 
in the 21st century, so do the CCGPS standards in mathematics ensure that 
young people have the problem-solving skills and “fluency” in math to be 
mathematically conversant in a global marketplace, ready for postsecond-
ary study, work, and the world. The state’s math standards are a natural fit 

with Gwinnett’s rigorous Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum. In 
Gwinnett, we continue to focus on high-level 
skills to build mathematical understand-
ing— from grade to grade and from course 
to course— as we take a more focused 
approach to dig deeper. The result? Our 
students are mastering critical concepts, 
connecting their learning as they progress through the math curriculum, learn-
ing the “language” of math, and using their math skills to solve problems, in 
and out of the classroom. 

Click for a closer look at 
Mathematical Practice.

Mathematics Standards 
These performance standards outline 

the specific skills and knowledge that 
students need to be successful at each 
grade level, building grade to grade,  
and organized into domains:
• Grades K–5 build a strong foundation 

in numbers and operations— From 
Counting and Cardinality to Measure-
ment and Data.

• Grades 6–8 build on number sense to 
explore more advanced mathematical 
concepts in operations and application— 
From Ratios and Proportional Relation-
ships to Expressions and Equations.  

• Grades 9–12 explore more complex 
content, model mathematics, and ap-
ply learning to relevant and real-world 
scenarios— From Algebra and Geom-
etry to Statistics and Probability.

http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/cf66a9c6-99c7-4c34-8da8-d06e9d31e0d2/Math-practice_FINAL.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.achieve.org/files/GeorgiaCCR_FactSheet-Sept2012.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf/0F8E7F10F1BA4AEE852579CA0054F72B/$file/AKS_Common_Core_ABM_flyer_FINAL.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/AKSCommonCore
http://tinyurl.com/AKSCommonCore
http://vimeo.com/51933492
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Math in Gwinnett  
Classrooms

The CCGPS for math calls for 
three key shifts in the classroom:
• Focus: The CCGPS focuses 

more time on critical concepts 
to make sure that students have 
true mastery as they work to 
develop the depth of knowledge 
needed to be successful;

• Coherence: The standards 
build connections between con-
cepts throughout the course of 
study and between grade levels.

• Rigor: Students have more op-
portunities for modeling and 
real-world applications so they 
can be better prepared to apply 
their mathematical thinking 
outside of the classroom. Digi-
tal learning tools are becoming 
more pervasive in our schools 
for math instruction, and stu-
dents are working to become 
fluent in the language of math-
ematics. 

The Mathematics ‘Balance’
Gwinnett’s CCGPS-aligned 

AKS Mathematics Standards 
develop a balance of procedural 
fluency—the “how”— and con-
ceptual understanding of math 
concepts— the “why”— through 
problem-solving — the “what.” 

A focus on procedural fluency 
ensures that students will be 

better able to focus on the appli-
cation of those skills to problem-
solving rather than needing to 
concentrate on the math skills 
used to solve the problem. 

For instance, skill drills on 
multiplication tables equip stu-
dents to quickly move through 
the steps of solving a complex 
algebraic problem later. A thor-
ough grounding in proofs and 
theorems opens the way for 
mastering geometry. This strong 
background prepares a student 
to move from the concrete con-
cepts that can be demonstrated 
with manipulatives to the more 
abstract concepts of advanced 
mathematics.

To develop conceptual un-
derstanding, students must 
understand math concepts and 
operations and how they relate. 
A student with conceptual under-
standing can answer the “why” in 
solving a problem, and can apply 
mathematical ideas to new situ-
ations. 

With this balanced back-
ground in math procedures and 
in conceptual understanding— 
and plenty of opportunities for 
problem solving in everyday 
applications— Gwinnett students 
are growing as curious, analyti-
cal, imaginative, and adaptable 
learners.

Looking at the Math 
‘Balance’ Another Way…
LeBron James of the Miami Heat 
dribbles the basketball without 
thinking. Kevin Durant lofts a shot 
for the OKC Thunder without a 
thought for his form. The Hawks’ Al 
Horford drives to the basket without 
considering the skills involved. 
Years of repetitive practice in key 
skills means these elite players can 
focus on strategy, called plays, and 
problem-solving on the court, not 
the mechanics of running, shooting, 
and dribbling. A problem-solving 
ballplayer without the basic skills is 
ineffective, just like the player who 
has the skills but can’t apply them in 
the game. 

That skills-to-application balance 
is as important in math as it is 
in the gym. With this balance in 
the mathematics classroom, our 
students know the drill and have 
studied the Xs and Os with their 
“coach.” When the ball’s in their 
court, they’ll have their head in the 
game to “find the shot” and solve 
the problem, and the mathematical 
“muscle memory” to make the 
score. 

Mathematics is at the 
core of college and 
career readiness.

Click for Parent Resources on Mathematics.

http://www.cgcs.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=244
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Bring Your Own Device
Electronic toys for baby, 

educational programming for 
toddlers, and computer games 
and digital devices for the pre-
school set… Research shows that 
early access to these brain-stim-
ulating activities and a wealth of 
information is remapping neural 
pathways in youngsters. In other 
words, if your kids gravitate to 
the family computer, snag your 
tablet for surfing, or beg for their 
own device, well, they’re wired 
that way. And, with the district’s 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
initiative, GCPS is working to 
leverage that enthusiasm for all 
things digital and the way young 
brains work to actively engage 
students in their learning and 
promote high-level skills. 

A total of 49 Gwinnett schools 
have active BYOD programs, 
some in select classrooms and 
others schoolwide, with more 
schools adding BYOD access ev-
ery month as instructional needs 
are identified.  Through the initia-
tive, students have the option to 
bring in their own web-enabled 
device, such as a laptop or tablet, 
for use in classroom activities. 
(Devices from home supplement 
school-provided devices and com-
puters so no student is penalized 
for not bringing in a device.)

Teachers determine when and 
how their students use personal 
devices during the school day, so 
it’s definitely not a digital free-
for-all, says Tricia Kennedy, GCPS’ 

executive director for eCLASS 
Transformation. “With BYOD, 
students have filtered, secure ac-
cess to the Internet on their own 
device, the same access they have 
on school computers.” 

Whether students use a school-
provided device or their own, 
teachers report that students are 
more productive and engaged as 
they collaborate with classmates 
and discover digital resources on 
their own. More than 18,500 stu-
dents have completed the paper-
work to bring in their own device—
usually a smartphone or tablet.

While BYOD is growing in 
Gwinnett, it is just one strategy 
for increasing students’ access to 
technology for instruction. Many 

GCPS schools use grants and 
donations to supplement district-
purchased devices. In fact, the 
ratio for students to district-
purchased devices is below 3-to-1 
countywide. And ongoing tech-
nology retrofits are ensuring that 
schools have expanded bandwidth 
as well as wireless access points to 
handle increased Web traffic. To 
date, retrofits are complete for all 
middle and high schools and most 
elementaries, with the remainder 
to be retrofitted for the increased 
wireless access and BYOD options 
by August. 

Coming soon to a theater near you… Duluth Middle 6th graders use a movie-making app on a 
school-provided tablet to present information about the discovery and settlement of Canada. 

Click to see how 
technology enhances 
project-based learning at 

White Oak elementary.

At home, students 
can access a wealth 
of age-appropriate 
digital content and 
educational resourc-
es via the Student 
Portal.

http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/home/content/!ut/p/a1/rVFNT4QwFPwtHjySPmgp9YibqLC6JmrWpRdSSqndsIWlxfjzLWav60fiu828yXszGcTRDnEr3o0W3gxW9AvmtMb5AxSEQHlLtgBFdpeWbEMA1il6RRxxaf3o31Cl5ejqcW56I2s5WK-sr5Wd3SWcSGe8CkBMYRPYXonJGqujSblhnqQKnJK9cK42thuW06PQqlXOaPuFpGlRFUOKKcRtxBImIiI6GjXQXEUpJaxrMW1UnATnVXAOZyaHXwULkpIRKPAjFOyGrKC4zrbrDXlJgMFJ8M2LKnjIzj5ZYfT8x1DlT65DarM_HnkeSlkK-PBo99-tjIcD23f39IkBTnt98QkpAR-s/?1dmy&current=true&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fparents%2Flearning-resources%2Fbyod_%2528bring_your_own_device%2529_in_gcps
http://tinyurl.com/eCLASS-main
http://tinyurl.com/CR-future
http://tinyurl.com/CR-future
http://bcove.me/szd28re4
https://myeclassgcps.com/app/StudentPortalLogin/
https://myeclassgcps.com/app/StudentPortalLogin/
https://myeclassgcps.com/app/StudentPortalLogin/


Profiles: BYOD in the classroom
Duluth Middle 

Lights… camera… action! 
Students in Will Hildebrand’s 6th 
grade gifted social studies class 
recently enhanced their research 
of the settlement of Canada and 
sharpened their presentation 
skills using the iMovie application 
for iPad. Divided into groups, the 
Duluth Middle students collabo-
rated with classmates to research 
their topics and to design fact-
filled, minute-long trailers. 

For this, and other activities, 
students in the class have access 
to 10 classroom devices— half 
school-purchased and half pro-
vided through a grant from the 
Duluth Cluster Foundation. “We 
have two to three students per de-
vice, or they can bring their own,” 
says Mr. Hildebrand. He says his 
students work with the devices 
two or three days per week, and 
parents have advance notice so 
their child can bring in a device if 
the parent chooses.

Mr. Hildebrand says the collab-
orative spirit is flying high when 
the devices are present in the 
classroom, with students willing to 
share devices from home as well. 
He notes that students agree to 
classroom expectations for using 
the devices, and inappropriate 
behavior hasn’t been an issue.

So, what about the budding 
Spielbergs? The students say 
they enjoy finding information 
and using the devices to put the 
finishing touches on their presen-
tations. But, the best part of all? 
“After putting everything togeth-
er, I liked seeing the results of our 
work,” says Kahlil.

North Gwinnett High
In Nic Carroll’s Studio II class, 

groups are clustered around PCs in 
the studio lab, while some students 
are working on their own laptops. 

Across the hall, students in Kyle 
Jones’ language arts class lean in to 
discuss their notes and slide cues 
with classmates. Others preview 
their PowerPoint presentations on 
tablet devices or rehearse speak-
ing points using a notecard app on 
their smartphones. 

The two educators teach in The 
Studio, a project-based pro-
gram at North Gwinnett High, and 
find that hands-on technology 
and easy access to information 
have increased achievement and 
ramped up engagement. “The de-
vices have really opened up what 
the students can do,” says Mr. 
Carroll. He notes that the flex-
ibility and mobility of laptops and 
tablets keep the students most 
productive, with students using 
their smartphones for on-the-spot 
research and related apps.

Mr. Jones adds, “I’ve seen the 
positive impact [of BYOD] on 
student achievement, especially 
in their essays. Students have ac-
cess to more information, which 
their essays reflect.” He says that 
students go beyond what they 
learn in class, using their phones 
to extend their learning.

Whether students are using 
their own devices or the school’s 
resources, they are using the 
technology to dig deeper, learn 
more about the things that inter-
est them, and answer questions 
generated by classroom discus-
sion and instruction, says Mr. 
Jones. “It’s great to see that spark 
in their eyes when they’ve learned 
something new.” 

A world of content is available to students.

Click to check out a Duluth 
High trigonometry class 
that engages students 

through technology.

https://sites.google.com/a/northgwinnett.com/pbl/about
https://sites.google.com/a/northgwinnett.com/pbl/about
https://sites.google.com/a/northgwinnett.com/pbl/about
http://bcove.me/2t9xfcri


Through its BYOD initiative, 
Benefield recently purchased 
153 full-color NOOK tablets to 
supplement 300 black-and-
white Kindle e-readers and the 
school’s classroom laptops and 
desktop computers. (With 
parent permission, students 
may bring devices from home 

as well.) The color NOOKs 
are pre-loaded with a variety 

of non-fiction picture books, 
reading and math apps, and 
periodicals such as Ranger Rick 
and National Geographic Kids. 
The Kindles, which do not 
support graphics, hold a mix 

of fiction and non-fiction, much 
of it suitable for book clubs. The 
range of reading levels and inter-
ests captured on the devices allow 
teachers to meet each student’s 
individual needs, whether chil-
dren need an additional challenge 
or more help. 

Over in Katie Macdonald’s class, 
laptops, Kindles, and a personal 
iPad are in use as her 5th grad-
ers write blogs about their book 
club selection, conference with 

their teacher, or engage in small-
group discussions. Once the blog 
posts are reviewed by the teach-
er, they’ll be posted to a shared 
space where the students can 
explore the perspectives of their 
classmates, and interact and col-
laborate with one another. 

With access to technology and a 
host of digital resources, students 
have any number of ways that 
they can conduct research and 
produce evidence of their learn-
ing… from slides to brochures and 
blogs to presentations. That level 
of choice ensures that students 
are fully engaged in learning, 
even as they pick up key skills. 
Classroom activities with a digi-
tal component teach important 
information and literacy skills, 
not in isolation, but embedded 
in the process of learning. “We’re 
moving toward using technology 
to learn and to teach others, not 
just to do a project,” says Literacy 
Coach Karon Stocks. Principal 
Melissa Walker agrees. “We don’t 
want technology to be an event,” 
she says. “It’s just part of the day.”

Benefield Elementary 

On a brightly colored ABC rug 
in Wendy McDonald’s room, 15 
children sit, criss-cross applesauce, 
as technology coordinator Lara 
Schiefelbein shares a secret— the 
Benefield Elementary kindergartners 
will be among the first at the 
school to use classroom NOOK 
tablets. She spends the next few 
minutes walking the class through 
start-up, features, and functions. 
The tablets allow users to read a 
story, have the story read to them, 
even record themselves reading. 
When the class breaks into reading 
groups and children scatter around 
the room with their books, two 
small boys settle in with the new 
NOOKs and launch “Feeding Time,” 
headphones perched over little 
ears and fingers expertly “turning” 
the pages on the devices.

A Benefield student tries out a 
NOOK tablet for the first time.

Benefield students and teachers 
work together with technology.

6

http://www.benefield.org/uploads/8/6/4/7/8647984/__byod_guidelines.pdf
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  Snapshots Click to learn how Ivy 
Creek Elementary helps 
students stay safe with 

radKIDS training.

Safe kids at Roberts Elementary  
Students at Roberts Elementary recently had some special 
visitors— representatives from county, state, and federal 
law enforcement and safety agencies. At the event, stu-
dents learned safety tips and practiced leaving a smoke-
filled building in the Fire Safety House. They met law en-
forcement officers, FBI and Secret Service agents, military 
personnel, firefighters, and dogs— both K-9 officers and 
McGruff, the crime-fighting mascot. They checked out 
specialized equipment and vehicles, including helicop-
ters, a Humvee, mobile command center, and fire trucks. 
And, through a Secret Service forensics program called 
Operation Safe Kids, families had the option of receiving 
a parents-only copy of their child’s digitized fingerprints, 
vital statistics, and photo to safeguard for an emergency. 

TOTY touts STEM collaboration
For GCPS’ 2014 Teacher of the Year Hyunjin Son, a 
unique collaboration between two schools— Gwin-
nett School of Mathematics, Science, and Engineering 
(GSMST) and Benefield Elementary— has proven to be 
one of the best moments of her teaching career. For 
six weeks last spring, Ms. Son’s 9th grade engineer-
ing students followed the engineering design process 
to develop educational toys to teach concepts of light 
and optics to 4th graders. (The concepts are key sci-
ence AKS at this grade level.) “We wanted to pro-
vide our 9th graders with a realistic product testing 
experience while exposing 4th graders to engineering 
and all its potential,” says Ms. Son of the activity. For 
the Georgia STEM Day event in May, the GSMST 
students showcased prototypes of their engineered 
toys for Benefield 4th graders, collecting data and 
feedback about the toys through a student-developed 
survey. “This vertical integration was such a pow-
erful experience for all parties involved, including 
myself,” says Ms. Son, emphasizing the value of non-
traditional learning environments for students of all 
ages. Learn more about TOTY Hyunjin Son on the 
back cover and on the GCPS website.

Last May, a Benefield 4th grader tried out the prototype of 
an educational toy designed by GSMST engineering stu-
dents to teach the younger students about light and optics.

Click here for more images from 
this safety-focused event.
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http://bcove.me/7cnkn08k
http://www.robertses.org/
http://www.mcgruff.org/#/Main
http://www.ncpc.org/topics/by-audience/parents
http://www.secretservice.gov/join/who_community.shtml
http://www.gsmst.org/gsmst_web/
http://www.gsmst.org/gsmst_web/
http://www.gsmst.org/gsmst_web/
http://www.benefield.org/home.html
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/home/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOK9LEwMPI39DTwt3EycDTydzMO8_UxCjAycDYEKIoEKDHAARwNC-sP1o_AqsTCAKsBjRUFuhEGmo6IiAOKZbV4!/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.news.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2F2014-teacher-of-the-year-hyunjin-son-gsmst-engineering-teacher-named-2014-toty
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/home/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOK9LEwMPI39DTwt3EycDTydzMO8_UxCjAycDYEKIoEKDHAARwNC-sP1o_AqsTCAKsBjRUFuhEGmo6IiAOKZbV4!/?1dmy&page=gcps.public.news.content&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Fgcps_public_content_enus%2Fpublic_site%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2F2014-teacher-of-the-year-hyunjin-son-gsmst-engineering-teacher-named-2014-toty
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/news/content?1dmy&current=true&urile=wcm%3apath%3a/gcps_public_content_enus/public_site/news/communique/operation-safe-kids-at-roberts-es
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Click for a slideshow 
of Mountain View 

High’s “Phantom of 
the Opera”— from 

“makeup” to curtain 
calls at the end of the 

evening.

You may know Jake Steinfield as the Body by Jake fitness guru, but you 
can add philanthropic heavyweight to the title as well. As chair of the Na-
tional Foundation for Governors’ Fitness Councils, he is developing public/
private partnerships with partners like The Coca Cola Company and Tuff-
Stuff Fitness Equipment to make sure kids grow up healthy, active, and fit 
by funding state-of-the art fitness centers in schools across the country. 

In September, Berkmar Middle— with help from Mr. Steinfield, Gov. 
Nathan Deal, and other dignitaries— cut the ribbon on its Live Positively 
Fitness Center, complete with 
strength training equipment, 
interactive exercise games, and 
cardio fitness equipment such 

as treadmills, elliptical machines, and stationary bikes.
Berkmar is one of three National Champion Schools in Georgia 

selected by the Foundation to receive a $100,000 grant to equip a 
Live Positively Fitness Center. The schools were recognized for their 
efforts in promoting physical fitness innovation and healthy living 
standards to their students. In schools, physical activity and exercise 
have been shown to improve academic achievement, increase confi-
dence and self-esteem, reduce discipline problems, cut absenteeism, 
and foster better interpersonal relationships.

Berkmar Middle opens grant-funded 
Live Positively Fitness Center

‘Staches for Charity… During 
No-Shave November, male staff members and 
some volunteer dads at Mountain Park Elemen-
tary skipped the razor to raise cancer awareness 
and to raise funds to fight the disease. Students 
could sport their own moustaches by contrib-
uting to the Mo’vember cause. This “hairy” 
fundraiser is one of the many ways that GCPS 
students and staff give back, including food 
and clothing drives to support families 
in need, fundraisers for health con-
cerns, and service projects to benefit 
veterans, senior centers, and animal 
shelters. United Way and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Relay For Life 
garner strong support from GCPS 
staff and students as well. In fact, 
GCPS teams raised more than half 
of the $1.8 million raised for the 2013  
Gwinnett Relay event.

CLICK to celebrate the 
opening of the new fit-
ness center in this video.

http://gwinnett.k12.ga.us/BerkmarMS/home.html
http://www.nationalgovcouncil.org/index.php/fitness-centers/
http://www.nationalgovcouncil.org/index.php/fitness-centers/
http://www.nationalgovcouncil.org/index.php/fitness-centers/
http://mountainparkes.org/home/
http://mountainparkes.org/home/
http://unitedwayatlanta.org/
http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=60175
http://bcove.me/7xmab2cl


Nesbit Elementary 3rd graders explored Georgia’s 
five natural habitats— from swamps to mountains— 

in hands-on activities. 

Produced by the award-winning 
GCPS TV team, “Focus Moments” 
are bite-sized videos that cover a 
range of school-based stories, good 
news, and quick-takes on events around 
the district. Click the icons on these pages 
to enjoy these “Focus Moments,” and  
check out more of these timely, short 
vignettes in our online OnDemand Library.

Lanier Middle’s Janelle 
Wilson experienced 
zero gravity this summer 
as she and a group of 
educators conducted 
an experiment on their 

students’ behalf as part  
of NASA’s Teaching in 
Space program.

GCPS and Univision Atlanta have partnered together 
for “Es El Momento,” connecting families with re-
sources and information to support graduation for 
college- and career-ready students.

How does your garden grow? 
See how a grant is supporting 
instruction through 
Bethesda Elementary’s 
community garden. 

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/__85256846007F7522.nsf/0/263C77B52D94EF3D85256ABD006D57A9?Open&Highlight=0,GCPSTV
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/video_pages/focus_moments.html
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/
http://bcove.me/2haeodv0
http://tinyurl.com/Nesbit-Habitats
http://bcove.me/u7g2l80k
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1525654889001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAA5-IfZlE~,YsAbjfjEZqnm81AvVrwWijaa-_W0afev&bctid=2838516347001
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age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity, or service.

2014 Teachers of the Year
An engineer-turned-engineering teacher, Hyunjin Son is the 2014 Gwin-

nett County Teacher of the Year (TOTY). Ms. Son teaches an engineering and 
physics course at Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology. 
A woman working in the traditionally male-dominated field of mechanical en-
gineering, Ms. Son was inspired to leave the lab to pursue an advanced degree 
in science education so she that could help change attitudes about women 
in the sciences and serve as a role model for high school students, especially 
her female students. Ms. Son, whose research earned her a U.S. patent, says 
that she wants her students to see that women can be intelligent and creative 
scientists. She encourages parents to be partners with their child’s teachers, 
stay involved in their child’s education, and help their student establish high, 
but realistic, expectations so they can celebrate successes and be equipped to 
reflect on setbacks and challenges. 

Hyunjin Son
Gwinnett School Of Mathematics, Science, and Technology  
9th grade engineering teacher

2014 Gwinnett County Public Schools Teacher of the Year

2014 High School Teacher of the Year

Heather Watkins
Mulberry 

Elementary  
1st grade teacher

2014 Elementary 
School Teacher of 

the Year

Lissette McRea
Berkmar Middle  
6th grade language 
arts teacher

2014 Middle School 
Teacher of the Year

Check out high-
lights from the 
Teacher of the 
Year banquet.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps-mainweb01.nsf
http://tinyurl.com/TOTYpage
http://tinyurl.com/TOTYrelease
http://tinyurl.com/TOTYrelease
http://bcove.me/f5g7c4ez

