November 3, 2020 Election...

E-SPLOST
FAQs about the E-SPLOST
Providing new schools, classrooms, and technology for learning is a major challenge for a large, dynamic
district like Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS). We’ve been successful, however, thanks to a penny in
sales tax the voters made available to school districts a number of years ago. The Gwinnett County Board of
Education wants to keep the improvements going by continuing the “E-SPLOST” now in place, so the Board is
asking voters to extend it for five more years in a referendum set for November 3. Why is the extension needed?
What will it fund? What has the sales tax provided in the past? Find the answers here!
What is an E-SPLOST?
An E-SPLOST is a Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax
(SPLOST) for education. It is a one-cent sales tax on all
retail purchases in Gwinnett County. This means that everyone
who makes a purchase in Gwinnett County, including visitors,
contributes to the support of local schools. By law, an E-SPLOST
can be used only for certain capital projects, like buildings,
furnishings, buses, and computers. It cannot be used for the dayto-day operational expenses of a school system. Both GCPS and
Buford City Schools benefit from E-SPLOST funding.
Is the proposed E-SPLOST a new tax? How long would it
be in effect?
Gwinnett’s E-SPLOST is not a new or additional tax but a
continuation of the one-cent tax already being collected on
sales. The current education sales tax sunsets on June 30, 2022.
If voters approve the extension, the penny would be collected for
another five-year period, beginning July 1, 2022.
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Why is the district renewing the E-SPLOST now?
Putting these types of measures on the ballot in a general
election allows the maximum
number of voters to have a say
in the outcome. By holding the
referendum this November, we
continue our practice of asking
voters to renew the E-SPLOST
well ahead of the date when it

is set to expire. Passage of the sales tax extension this fall allows
for better planning as we will know in advance that the major
source of capital improvement funding will continue to be available to meet ongoing needs in the school district.
What would this E-SPLOST renewal fund, if approved?
This E-SPLOST funds several facility improvements, with a heavier
emphasis on providing technology and technological resources for
students and staff than previous programs. The GCPS portion of
the E-SPLOST funds will be used to fund capital projects,
including technology improvements systemwide; digital
instructional resources to support virtual learning; upgrades
to athletic facilities; systemwide facility improvements (roofing,
HVAC, building improvements, etc.); purchase of school buses;
and purchase of instructional materials, software, and
textbooks. Construction projects include a new middle school
for the Archer Cluster, plus additions/renovations at Archer HS;
Central Gwinnett HS; Gwinnett School of Mathematics,
Science, and Technology; Harbins ES; North Gwinnett HS;
Shiloh MS; and Trickum MS.
How much will the proposed E-SPLOST raise for the
school district?
It is estimated that the extended E-SPLOST would bring in
tax collections of $984,565,000 over the five-year period. That
amount would be split, with approximately $957,096,000 going
to Gwinnett County Public Schools and $27,469,000 to Buford
City Schools.
Continued...

The ballot question on the E-SPLOST mentions
$300,000,000 in general obligation (GO) bonds that will
be approved as well. Why are bonds needed?
This will be the fourth E-SPLOST to include approval of shortterm general obligation bonds as part of the ballot question. These
bonds will provide the district with funding prior to the collection
of the sales tax, allowing us to get a jump-start on building needed
classrooms and providing needed technology. The GO bonds will
be paid for with sales tax proceeds as that revenue is collected.
What happens if voters do not approve continuation of
the E-SPLOST?
The E-SPLOST is the primary source of funding for building,
maintaining, and equipping quality school facilities for
students. Without this source of funds, the school district would
be limited in its ability to provide new classrooms and maintain

existing school facilities. The E-SPLOST also is a substantial
funding source for ensuring that technology for students and
teachers is updated. Educational technology continues to change
and is playing a bigger role as GCPS blends digital learning into
its instructional model. The E-SPLOST is key to the ongoing
effort to meet the teaching and learning needs of our students
and teachers and to improve communication with parents.
Are there two sales tax measures on the ballot?
Yes. Gwinnett voters will mark ballots about the E-SPLOST and
the Gwinnett Transit Referendum. Voters may be more familiar
with the E-SPLOST as it is not a new tax and has funded education projects for a number of years. The one-cent transit sales tax,
however, is new. If approved, the transit sales tax, which would
be managed by Gwinnett County Government (not the School
Board), would run for 30 years and fund 82 transit projects.
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If approved, it would raise an estimated $984,565,000 over a five-year period for the
Gwinnett County and Buford City public school systems.
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The same penny tax that has funded thousands of classrooms, new technology for schools,
new buses, and more would continue to benefit Gwinnett County students if approved.
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- Districtwide projects: Technology improvements for all schools, including updated technology
for instruction, support for digital learning, and modernized safety and security equipment; new
school buses to replace older, less-efficient vehicles; digital instructional materials, software, and
textbooks; and ongoing maintenance on schools and athletic facilities (roofing, carpet, HVAC,
paint, and lighting)
- One new school: a middle school in the Archer Cluster
- Additions and renovations at seven existing schools:
Archer High School; Central Gwinnett High School;
Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology;
Harbins Elementary School; North Gwinnett High
School, Shiloh Middle School, and Trickum Middle School
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Technology... What’s in a retrofit? And what’s next for GCPS students?
E-SPLOST funding allows GCPS to continue its efforts to provide a robust, secure, and up-to-date digital learning and working
environment, incorporating appropriate technological tools and resources that make learning and productivity real and relevant
for students, faculty, and staff. In the past, the district has performed technology retrofits in a cyclical manner by level (elementary,
middle, and high schools). These upgrades address network infrastructure, audiovisual needs, and computer equipment. However,
in the proposed E-SPLOST for 2022–2027, the district plans to refresh technology at all levels. Here’s what updated technology
is planned for the next five to six years... technology that will help ensure students at all schools have access to the most up-to-date
technology they need for learning.
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Student desktop computers (classroom, lab, and media center)
Student laptop computers (classroom, lab, and media center)
Laptop carts and docking stations (where applicable)
Staff desktop computers
Staff laptop computers (including bag and accessories)
Computer monitors
Printers, scanners, and document cameras
Associated cables (AV, network, USB, power, etc.)
Classroom, lab, media center, and select conference room projectors
(including cabling and control panels)
Broadcast studio upgrades
Flat-panel displays for common areas and select conference rooms
Interactive, flat-panel displays
Cafeteria sound systems
Classroom teacher microphones (elementary schools)
Fine arts classroom audio recording capabilities
IP TV set-top boxes
Theatre AV upgrades (high schools only)
Network cabling infrastructure
Core network switch
Local area network (LAN) switches
Central onsite servers
Uninterruptable power supplies (UPS)
Wireless access points (one per classroom and in common areas)
Applicable integration services and warranties

Gwinnett County Voter Information
Adapted from the Gwinnett County Voter Registration and Elections Office Website

https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/Departments/Elections
Where can I find information about the election and where I should go to vote?
You can find your polling place for the upcoming election by visiting the My Voter Page on the Georgia Secretary
of State’s website (www.mvp.sos.ga.gov). You’ll also find your registration status, the offices for which you may vote,
and advanced voting locations, and a sample ballot.
How do I request an absentee ballot?
• Any registered voter who is eligible to vote in an election may apply for an absentee ballot. Call the Elections
Office at 678-226-7210 to request an application be mailed to you. Application forms to request an absentee ballot
are available online at: http://bit.ly/GwinCoRequestAbsenteeBallot OR apply online at http://www.securevotega.
com/secureabsentee/
• The online application form must be downloaded, completed, signed, and returned to the Voter Registrations and
Elections Division before an absentee ballot is issued.
• Voters have until 7 p.m. on Election Day to return their absentee ballots by mail or personal delivery to the Elections
Office in Lawrenceville or to a secure ballot drop box. No postage is required if using a drop box. Find box locations
here: http://bit.ly/GwinCoDropBox. Absentee ballots cannot be faxed or submitted through any other method.
When does early voting begin?
Voters may vote advance in person every day, including weekends, from October 12–30 at locations across Gwinnett
County. For voting locations and times, go to http://bit.ly/GwinCoAdvanceVoting.

Accountability... How has GCPS delivered on its past promises?
Since the E-SPLOST was first approved by Gwinnett voters in 1997, it has played a major role in a building program that has
provided 65 new schools and 94 additions and renovations for a total of 6,041 new classrooms. Over time, the school district has a
proven record of delivering projects on time and within budget.
Gwinnett County Public Schools takes seriously its responsibility to be a good steward of taxpayers’ money while providing the
necessary resources to support teaching and learning. The district manages its financial resources transparently. Its commitment to
fiscal responsibility has allowed GCPS to maintain a stable financial position, despite growth and budget challenges. Routine audits of
the district’s E-SPLOST programs are conducted by independent financial professionals, providing objective analysis and information.
Recent audit findings by MGT of America Consulting, LLC (MGT) shared that:
• GCPS has invested sales tax proceeds in a sound fiscal manner.
• Tax proceeds are spent in a fiscally responsible manner.
• Equipment and technology purchased with the E-SPLOST are properly accounted for and maintained.
• The bidding and construction process is managed effectively and is in line with best management practices and industry standards.
• Completed construction projects are well-built. They also align with the district’s facilities plan and accounting records.

An Update on E-SPLOST 2017–2022

Below are the building projects included in the 2017–2022 capital improvement program.
2018
2019
Paul Duke STEM High School

2019
2019
2020

2020
2020
2020
McClure Health Science High School

2021

2021
2021

New

a Paul Duke STEM High School
Completed

(5850 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. in Norcross)

New

Completed
a McClure Health Science High School

Addition/Renovation
Addition/Renovation

Completed
a Lilburn Middle School
Completed
a Richards Middle School

Addition/Renovation
Addition/Renovation
Addition/Renovation
Addition/Renovation

Completed
a Chesney Elementary School
Completed
a Berkeley Lake Elementary School
Completed
a Parkview High School
a Brookwood High School
Completed

(3921 Club Dr. in Duluth)

Addition/Renovation To Complete
Grayson High School
Addition/Renovation To Complete
Berkmar High School
Addition/Renovation To Complete
Benefield Elementary School

Note: Capital project lists are subject to change due to funding and enrollment
trends. With this in mind, plans to build new elementary schools in the
Meadowcreek and Berkmar clusters and a GIVE Center South have been delayed.
Lilburn Middle School

In addition to building classrooms,
the 2017–2022 building program
also includes funding for:
• Property for future schools
• New school buses
• Carpeting, painting, and
roofing projects
• HVAC improvements
• Facilities for academies
• Systemwide maintenance
projects

a= Completed

Additional projects in the 2017–2022 program are funded by the 2018 General Obligation Bonds. These
include the installation of artificial turf at Gwinnett high school stadiums, the addition/renovation at Discovery
High School, the addition/renovation at Central Gwinnett High School to establish its new School of the Arts
(SOTA@Central Gwinnett High School), and construction of Seckinger High School.

Gwinnett County Public Schools uses transparent processes to keep stakeholders updated
on the progress of building projects.
• A master project list guides the work in delivering what was promised.
• A fair and open bidding process is used for all projects. Industry standards are followed
by the Facilities and Operations Division to ensure projects are awarded to qualified bidders at a cost-per-square-foot that is consistently below market averages.
CEO/Superintendent Wilbanks with
2020 Gwinnett County Board of Education

October 2020 Update
Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW,
Suwanee, GA 30024–2978
www.gcpsk12.org
678-301-6000

• Board action is required to approve bids on projects. Meeting agendas are posted each
month prior to the Board’s business meeting for citizens interested in updates on the
construction program. The construction report outlines each project, contractor, contract
amount, change-order information, as well as any adjustments and comments regarding
the projects.
• The School Board approves land purchases at the Board’s public meetings.
• A financial report, including E-SPLOST revenue collections, is part of each monthly
School Board meeting.
• Updates regarding building projects are posted on the district’s website.
Developed by Gwinnett County Public Schools for informational purposes only.

