History of

Coleman Middle School
Coleman Middle School, located in downtown
Duluth, opened in August 2016 to relieve Duluth Middle
School. The school was designed and opened as Gwinnett
County Public Schools’ flagship STEAM middle
school. At Coleman, students, parents, and educators
work with business partners, community members,
and postsecondary faculty to enrich the curriculum;
integrating science, technology, engineering, the fine arts,
mathematics, and humanities as a foundation for the
learning experience.
The school is named for Dr. Brooks P. Coleman, a
longtime educator and public servant. The school’s facility
is unique in that it actually has held a place in the school
system’s and the City of Duluth’s history for some time.
This plot of land has been the site of public education
in Duluth since before 1900. It was originally donated
by Singleton Howell and has been the home of Duluth
School (grades 1–12), Duluth Elementary (grades 1–7)
and Duluth Middle (grades 6–8). Most recently it served
as the home of Duluth Middle School (1978-2004) and
Monarch School (2004-2015).
In planning to renovate the existing building into the
new Coleman Middle School, school district leaders made
a number of modifications. The school’s 58 instructional
areas include 39 classrooms and other learning areas such
as three general science labs, one chemistry lab, three
computer labs, three innovation labs, three collaboration
rooms, one makerspace, a band room, an engineering lab,
an orchestra room, an art room, and a music technology
lab. Coleman also is home to the only middle school
dance studio in Gwinnett County Public Schools. The
construction cost for the renovation and opening of
Coleman was $5,775,836.
On September 18, 2016, the Gwinnett County Board
of Education officially dedicated the new school at a
festive celebration that involved the Duluth community,
Dr. Coleman, and a host of other dignitaries.
When naming the school, the name Coleman clearly
was a community favorite. Brooks P. Coleman, Jr. has
committed his life and unbounded energy to serving
others as an educator, state representative, and community
servant. He is an icon in the Duluth community.
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In addition to his work as a motivational
speaker, Brooks also donates numerous
hours as an auctioneer, raising funds for
schools and charities throughout the area.
He also assisted the Gwinnett Hospital
Foundation in raising thousands of dollars
for special hospital projects, and has
served the community as past Chairman
of Gwinnett United Way, on the Board of Gwinnett
Children’s Shelter, President of Peachtree Corners Rotary
Club, and over 30 years in children’s sports as a coach,
official, and “the Voice of the Wildcats” at Duluth High
School for 45 years. The annual Duluth Fall Festival
would not be the same without the energy he brings to
the stage each year. The Duluth Fall Festival honored him
in 2010 by selecting him to serve as the Grand Marshall.

